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Thames River Basin Partnership

Partners in Action Quarterly Report

Spring 2009                                                                            Volume 12
The Thames River watershed includes the Five Mile, French, Moosup, 

Natchaug, Pachaug, Quinebaug, Shetucket, Willimantic, and Yantic 

Rivers and all their tributaries.  We’re not just the "Thames main stem."
Greetings from the Thames River Basin Partnership.  Once again this quarter our partners have proven their ability to work cooperatively on projects compatible with the TRBP Workplan and in support of our common mission statement to share organizational resources and to develop a regional approach to natural resource protection.  I hope you enjoy reading about these activities as much as I enjoy sharing information about them with you.  For more information on any of these updates, just click on the blue website hyperlinks in this e-publication, but be sure to come back to finish reading the rest of the report.

Jean Pillo, TRBP Coordinator

If you missed the April 21 TRBP Quarterly Meeting, you missed a presentation by Connecticut’s new State Conservationist, Doug Zehner of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  Doug, who began in this position in August of 2008, overviewed his view of the National and Connecticut priorities of the Natural Resources Conservation Service and changes in available funding through the 2008 Farm Bill.  In his new role as State Conservationist, Mr. Zehner said he will encourage synergistic partnerships, such as with the Thames River Basin Partnership, for the NRCS.
Also, a special Thank You goes out to Janine Saunders of Norwich Department of Public Utilities for arranging for a Greenville fish lift during our meeting’s morning break.   Via an online connection, meeting participants viewed the in-water facility in real time.  Unfortunately, no fish were present during this particular lift.   A few people had not heard of this operation before, and were provided with the Norwich DPU “Fish Lift Web Cam” web address, which can be accessed through the utility’s web page at  http://www.norwichpublicutilities.com/
TRBP News

This year’s Thames River Basin Partnership Floating Workshop IX will be on Friday afternoon, June 12 from 1 – 7 PM. John Mullaney of the USGS will give the keynote address at Project Oceanology in Groton.  John, a Hydrologist, will present a program on water quality issues in Long Island Sound, along the lines of “Hypoxia 101”, relating the water quality issues in Long Island Sound and the contributing land based factors that contribute to hypoxia, or low dissolved oxygen, in western Long Island Sound and in the Thames River estuary. Afterward, workshop participants will head up the Thames River aboard Project Oceanology’s research vessel, the Envirolab, for a tour of ongoing municipal efforts to reduce the upland contributions of nitrogen containing contaminants, the leading cause of hypoxia in Norwich Harbor and the Long Island Sound estuary.  Registration forms can be downloaded here, or call Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 to request a mailed copy.  Municipal surveys were prepared to help focus the program on the education needs of the region.    Thanks to funding support from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation as part of the Long Island Sound Study, the cost of this year’s workshop will be only $20 and will include a light meal.  The capacity of the boat is 50 participants.  Register today for the best chance of reserving your place.  This year’s Floating Workshop theme has been planned to coordinate with the Source to Sea, Connecting the Drops in the Last Green Valley theme and events. 
Back by popular demand, the TRBP is repeating a rain barrel promotion partnering with the New England Rain Barrel Company again this spring.  Rain barrels are an effective way to collect roof runoff and store it for use during dry periods.  Rain barrels also reduce stormwater runoff which is a significant carrier of non-point source water pollutants.  The cost of rain barrels this year will be $85, and the TRBP will receive $9 for each rain barrel sold.   These funds will help to support future educational programs sponsored by the TRBP.  Order your rain barrels, and then plan to pick them up on June 20 between 11 AM and 2 PM. Two general delivery locations have been arranged this year.  Click TRBP/Mansfield to pick up your rain barrel at the Audrey P. Beck Municipal Building (Mansfield Town Hall) located at 4 South Eagleville Road (Route 275) in Mansfield, CT or TRBP/Waterford to pick up your rain barrel at Waterford Public Works facility located at 1000 Hartford Road (Route 85) in Waterford, CT.  To order by phone, call the New England Rain Barrel Company at their toll free number 1(877) 977-3135 and specify Mansfield or Waterford when you place your order.  You can help us spread the word about this program by downloading, printing and posting a flyer in your area.  
The TRBP, through the ECCD, was awarded a $4000 small grant by the Rivers Alliance of Connecticut in support of a storm drain marking program in Willimantic.  The storm drain marking project was funded in part by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection through a United States Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Grant in conjunction with the Rivers Alliance of Connecticut Small Grants Program.  The Willimantic Whitewater Partnership provided work crews to assist with the marker placement on Saturday, April 18.  Joe Gardner, Windham Town Engineer, provided storm drain maps and discussed the highest priority areas that drain into the Willimantic and Natchaug Rivers.  High school students Celia Guillard and Hannah McMerriman and their mothers will be completing the marker placement throughout the summer. Home Depot (Windham) contributed $75 towards this project.  After the bilingual markers are placed, door hangers with information on stormwater pollution will be distributed in the neighborhoods where the markers were adhered.

Partnering to Protect Poquetanuck Cove was the theme of a poster presentation by Jean Pillo, TRBP Coordinator at the 3rd annual CT Conference on Natural Resources on March 9, 2009.  This poster overviewed the years of effort of the Thames River Basin Partnership Poquetanuck Cove Preservation Committee.  While the major outcome of the project was to initiate a Phragmites herbicide treatment program, more of the effort focused on education and outreach to area landowners and municipal officials on the ecological importance of this area and advice on how to reduce the impacts on water quality from nearby land uses.  Over 300 people participated in this year’s Conference at UCONN.

For the past three years, funding for the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator position at 20 hours per week has been provided in part by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection through a United States Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Grant. This funding source has now expired.  The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District has been acting as the project manager for this grant.  They have hired Jean Pillo onto their staff as a Watershed Conservation Coordinator.  Jean will continue to act as the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator, but in a very limited capacity.  She still serves as the Water Quality Monitoring Program Coordinator for The Last Green Valley Water Subcommittee.  New sources of funding are needed to continue to expand on the successes (including this newsletter) that the Partnership has been able to experience these past three years as a result of having a dedicated staff person.  Contact Jean with any funding leads.
Partner Reports
The CT DEP Watershed Management program continues with 3 Watershed Managers, 1 Lake Manager, 1 NPS Manager, 1 LID Coordinator and 1 supervisor.   The latest brochure produced by this group is Rainfall as a Resource: Resident’s Rain Gardens, and will be linked to the TRBP Rain Garden Demonstration webpage.  The next resident’s guide will be focusing on rain barrels.

Print copies of the final Jordan Cove Urban Watershed Project final report are available if TRBP participants would prefer to receive such a version – contact Eric Thomas.  It will be included in the project’s interactive website as well, at www.jordancove.uconn.edu .
The FY2009 Section 319 NPS grant program round now has a straw poll package to be approved by DEP management and forwarded to US EPA Region 1 for approvals.  EPA has just released its 319 grant budget for CT projects.  There are several proposals under consideration within the Thames River basin.

The FY2010 Section 319 NPS grant program round is currently open, and applications can be submitted to CTP DEP by June 15th.  Priority consideration will be given to development of watershed-based plans, TMDL implementation projects, and implementation projects identified in approved watershed-based plans.
The Watershed Program has been directly involved in the one-time Farmington River Enhancement Grant Program.   A total of $760,000 is being awarded to 14 towns in that river basin for various habitat restoration projects, in the range of $15,000 to $100,000.  In addition, several Low Impact Development project awards are being granted for municipal land use evaluations, in the range of $25,000 to $50,000 per project.   This program may be a future option in other watersheds, including areas within the greater Thames River Basin.
CTDEP will be issuing a Notice of Intent to conduct a Water Quality Standards Triennial Review, per requirements of the federal Clean Water Act.  Notification will be posted online at http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2719&q=438600&depNav_GID=1654 .  Comments are being solicited by a deadline in mid July.  The Department is currently considering revising: the anti-degradation provisions of the WQS, dissolved oxygen criteria for marine waters, a nutrient control implementation strategy and updating the criteria for toxic pollutants.

The Department’s Stormwater Permitting program has been active with renewals and revisions to the General Permits (GP).  To date, the Industrial GP is reissued through 9/09, with new sections and a shift in water quality monitoring requirements.  The Construction GP is under review, pending on a decision for the Natural Diversity Data Base requirement that may trigger a 1 year site assessment by a qualified professional.  Revisions to the Commercial GP are on hold until the first two GPs are reissued.  Lastly, the so-called MS4 GP expired in 1/09, and was reissued for 2 more years.  Improvements in the next permit version will, in part, address community requests for more outreach tools (something that could be supported with TRBP involvement).  Details on these GPs can be found online at http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2721&q=325702 .

The Department has begun compiling various programs’ video outreach and education products into a single webpage source.  Check it out at http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2690&Q=433250&depNav_GID=1511 .

CT DEP has some information to pass on in the form of a summary report titled Physical, Chemical, and Biological Attributes of Least Disturbed Watersheds in Connecticut, which expands on some of our recent work that integrates landuse and stream biology. This information, along with some of our other recent work, can also be found by following this link  http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2719&q=433012&depNav_GID=1654
Judy Preston has been hired by Connecticut Sea Grant to be the new Long Island Sound Connecticut Outreach Coordinator.  Judy can be reached at judy.2.preston@uconn.edu .

The ninth annual Celebrating Agriculture Day is coming to the Woodstock Fairgrounds on September 26, 2009.  It is a day filled with agricultural displays, family events, food and entertainment! There is no admission charge and parking is free. This is the place to see the many faces of agriculture in "The Last Green Valley".
The Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor (QSHC) received news of their reauthorization by Congress through 2015.  The Last Green Valley, Inc is the managing entity of the QSHC. While funding levels have not been determined, the Corridor is eligible for funding through the National Parks Service.  This funding support is vital as they continue to seek other sources of sustainable long term funding.  

The Source to Sea, Connecting the Drops in The Last Green Valley expedition was kicked off on April 17, 2009 on Mashapaug Pond at Bigelow Hollow State Park in Union, CT.  This initiative involves 75 partners and over 30 paddling events.   The Last Green Valley Canoe, donated by LL Bean, has been making its way from the headwaters of the Thames River in Massachusetts and will arrive in Long Island Sound on June 13.  This program, designed to encourage people to enjoy the recreational potential of the water resources in eastern CT also has a large education and outreach component. Many new water access points have been developed and dedicated.  Adding to the existing designated National Canoe Trail along the Quinebaug River from Holland to Brimfield, MA, new sections have been dedicated as a result of this project.  These sections, all along the Quinebaug River, include Fabian to West Thompson Lake in Thompson; Putnam to Pomfret; and Killingly to Canterbury.  For more information or a draft map of the National Canoe Trails in The Last Green Valley, contact Lois Bruinooge.  

In addition to all the paddling adventures, outreach materials have been developed that help to educate the public on their location in the Thames River and Long Island Sound watersheds.  These materials include a large watershed map, a children’s activity booklet and many different pamphlets on non-point sources of water pollution.  A travelling display has been set up in many locations along the journey towards Long Island Sound.  Participants at the events are asked to “Make a Sound Choice” and voluntarily sign a pledge card indicating they are willing to take simple actions at home to reduce their personal impacts on water quality by reducing their non-point source water pollution contributions to our rivers and streams.  The Make a Sound Choice outreach program has been funded in part by the CT Long Island Sound License Plate program and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation as part of the Long Island Sound Study.  Several events remain before the final event. Check the website for upcoming events, or to look at photos posted from events already completed.
After the Source to Sea events wrap up, the The Last Green Valley will host a water trails meeting on June 24.  Contact Lois Bruinooge for more information.

The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD) recently participated in 2 Environmental Review Team reviews in the Thames watershed.  One was at the property for the proposed ash landfill in Franklin.  The other was at a site for a proposed student housing project in Storrs.  

Once again, the ECCD participated as a sponsor of the annual high school Envirothon.  This event took place on May 21 at the DEP Session Woods property on Burlington.  
The ECCD also co-sponsored a Source to Sea event at Roseland Park in Woodstock with the Woodstock Conservation Commission on May 9. 

The Nature Conservancy (TNC), the Naubesatuck Watershed Council and Windham Region Council of Governments (WinCOG) continued their joint project in March 2009.  At the Natchaug River Basin Conservation Action Planning (CAP) meeting, 38 attendees identified key strategies and actions for conservation of Natchaug Basin ecological targets. Highest ranked strategies include:
1. Implement a watershed wide mechanism for balancing conservation and economic growth in ecologically appropriate segments of the basin.

2. Inventory and identify opportunities for municipal zoning code improvements for the protection of conservation targets.

3. Develop a dashboard manual for town public works staff and CONNDOT outlining environmentally friendly road maintenance practices.

4. Inventory stormwater infrastructure and needs in each town - beginning with one pilot town (to be identified).

5. Identify and convene a steering committee to engage stakeholders, elicit endorsement for and adopt the Natchaug Basin Conservation Action Plan.
The CAP model was facilitated by several TNC staff from across the state.   
It is time to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Eastern CT RC&D  at their Annual Meeting to be held this year at Heritage Trail Vineyard located in Lisbon, CT. If you would like to join them, please fill out the Event Registration Form and send it back by June 8, 2009. The reduced cost for attending is $20.00 per person and will include a local gourmet grilled lunch and all the activities of the day. The focus will be on local foods, and the CT Department of Agriculture farm to chef program, followed by a tour of the vineyard.
In the very near future, the Eastern CT RC&D will be releasing a report on a study on the feasibility of a regional nutrient manure management project involving manure composting or energy production.  Contact Liz Rogers, NRCS RC&D Coordinator for more information.

Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc hosted a multi-part program on May 9 in Ledyard in coordination with the Source to Sea initiative.  Their program, entitled Aquifers, Watersheds, Swamps and the Thames River, involved presentations by Southeastern CT Water Authority, the Denison Pequotsepos Nature Center and Project Oceanology.  Second District Congressman Joe Courtney was among those attending these events.
Dixie Handfield has taken over as the Trout in the Classroom Coordinator for the Trout Unlimited Thames Valley Chapter.  In the 2008/2009 school year, 19 different schools participated in the program.  Overall, this has impacted 1500 students.  This spring, fish fingerlings were released into 15 different rivers and streams in eastern Connecticut.

Trout Unlimited Thames Valley Chapter has been an active partner in The Last Green Valley Source to Sea expedition, conducting outreach at many of the land based events.

The United State Geological Survey (USGS) has been conducting nutrient studies at 3 sampling stations in the Quinebaug River.  Their report on their findings is almost ready for peer review.  They are seeking funding to work with Paul Stacey of the CT DEP to develop a nitrogen load estimates for the State of Connecticut.  This program will be useful to extrapolate nitrogen load estimates in unmonitored areas.    
Data collection at the following USGS gages in Connecticut may be discontinued on June 30, 2009 due to funding reductions from partner agencies. Those on the list highlighted in yellow are in the Thames River watershed basin. 
	Gage Number
	Stream Gage Name
	Length of Record (years)
	

	01118300
	Pendleton Hill Brook near Clark Falls
	51
	

	01119384
	Willimantic River near Mansfield Depot
	18
	

	01119500
	Willimantic River at Coventry
	78
	

	01120790
	Natchaug River Marcy Rd near Chaplin
	3
	

	01123000
	Little River near Hanover
	58
	

	01124000
	Quinebaug River at Quinebaug
	78
	

	01125100
	French River at North Grosvenordale
	8
	

	01127500
	Yantic River at Yantic
	78
	

	01184000
	CT River Thompsonville
	81
	

	01184100
	Stony Brook near West Suffield
	28
	

	01184490
	Broad Brook at Broad Brook
	42
	

	01189000
	Pequabuck River at Forestville
	68
	

	01190070
	CT River at Hartford
	104
	

	01192500
	Hockanum River near East Hartford
	83
	

	01192883
	Coginchaug River at Middlefield
	29
	

	01193000
	CT River near Middletown
	44
	

	01193500
	Salmon River near East Hampton
	81
	

	01194796
	CT River at Old Lyme
	30
	

	01195100
	Indian River near Clinton
	28
	

	01195490
	Quinnipiac River at Southington
	22
	

	01199050
	Salmon Creek at Lime Rock
	48
	

	01200000
	Tenmile River near Gaylordsville
	76
	

	01208500
	Naugautuck River at Beacon Falls
	87
	

	01208950
	Sasco Brook near Southport
	45
	

	01209700
	Norwalk River at South Wilton
	47
	


Although historic data will remain accessible, no new data will be collected unless one or more new funding partners are found. Users who can contribute funding for the non-Federal share of costs to continue operation of these streamgages should contact Virginia de Lima, Director of the USGS Connecticut Water Science Center at (860)-291-6741.
The University of Connecticut Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR) has just released the next version of its Connecticut’s Changing Landscape project, which now charts changes to the face of Connecticut over a 21-year period, from 1985 to 2006.  During that period, the “footprint” of development-related land cover classes gained about 218 square miles, almost exactly matching losses to forest and agricultural fields (figure).
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The project, which has become a much-used resource since 2002 for many communities and organizations, uses satellite-based remote sensing data to characterize land cover at certain points in time, and land cover changes over time. Version 2 updates the study to 2006, with data for each of the five study years (1985, 1990, 1995, 2002 and 2006) and landscape change over the entire 21-year period.   Version 2 is also an enhancement: it now includes specific information on agricultural fields, which had previously been unavailable, as well as other improvements that improve the overall accuracy of the data.

 CLEAR’s updated and enhanced Connecticut’s Changing Landscape website offers information from the study in a range of ways, from data tables to charts to maps to interactive web mapping -- all at the state, regional and town levels.   The site has been made even more visual and intuitive than the previous version; they are especially proud of the newly revamped Statewide Information and Your Watershed pages.  Check it out at: http://clear.uconn.edu/projects/landscape/index.htm. 
Due to the current fiscal situation in the State of Connecticut, several TRBP member organizations are facing significant reductions in funding and/or staff reductions.  We are hopeful our Partners [and friends] will be able to continue to provide the same level of premium service in Eastern Connecticut and that we can continue to move forward on efforts educate the public on conservation issues and to preserve the natural resources in the Thames River watershed basin.  Contact these organizations and ask how you can help with their appeal for continued funding.  Those with uncertain funding futures or potentially facing severe budget cuts include Project Oceanology, the Green Valley Institute, Eastern Connecticut Conservation District, UCONN Cooperative Extension System, Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments, Windham Regional Council of Governments, Southeastern Council of Governments, and the Non-point Education for Municipal Officials program.  
News from the Municipalities 

The Town of Thompson received an Agriculture Viability Grant from the Connecticut Department of Agriculture to develop an “AGvocate” pilot program. Selection of six pilot communities in the Last Green Valley is currently underway.  Pilot communities will receive technical assistance from an “AGvocate.”  Jennifer Kaufman, who has been hired as the AGvocate, will collaborate with municipal officials, agricultural producers and other stakeholders, to develop a program to foster an understanding of agricultural issues and strengthen the “farm friendliness” of community regulations.  AGvocate program areas may include: initiating or improving the effectiveness of an existing Agricultural Commission; reviewing tax reduction options; planning for farmland protection; encouraging buy local opportunities; exploring methods to promote local farms; including agriculture in town plans (POCD); and right-to-farm ordinances.   

The project will be managed on behalf of Thompson by the Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and Development Area, Inc. (RC&D) in cooperation with a Steering Committee comprised of members from each participating community, The Last Green Valley (TLGV), USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA), USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), UConn Cooperative Extension System, American Farmland Trust (AFT) and representative(s) of the agricultural community.  For questions or more information about the AGvocate program, contact Jennifer Kaufman at AGvocate@yahoo.com or 860-450-6007. 
The Town of Woodstock Conservation Commission, in cooperation with the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD), has initiated a Rain Garden Challenge to encourage homeowners to install rain gardens to intercept rain water runoff from their roofs, driveways and/or other impervious surfaces on their property.  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the ECCD (and also a member of the Woodstock Conservation Commission) presented a Back Yard Waterwise Workshop at the Woodstock Town Hall.  The Woodstock Conservation Commission is planning to showcase photographs of the Woodstock Rain Gardens at their display at Celebrating Agriculture on September 26 and on their website www.woodstockconservation.org. 
The Town of Lisbon has been deeded significant conservation land in exchange for minor wetlands filling in an area being developed.  This compromise was possible due to a non-binding pre-meeting between the developer and their Inland Wetlands Agency.
The Ledyard Conservation Commission has been in long term planning for a biking and hiking trail.  Their vision is this trail will eventually link Long Island Sound to Norwich through Ledyard.  The town has recently approved a portion of the land transfer fee to devote to the Conservation Commission to work with property owners to place trail related Conservation Easements on their land along the planned trail.  They are interested sample Conservation Easement language that other municipalities have used for a similar purpose.  Contact Dave Schroeder if you can help with this project.

The Town of Coventry has been awarded a grant by the American Farmland Trust to review their zoning regulations regarding agricultural structures.  They have also been awarded a Clean Energy Fund Grant towards the installation of a wind turbine.
The Town of Preston has submitted an Environmental Review Team request for a review of the natural resource value of the undeveloped forested part of the former Norwich State Hospital property.  The town acquired this land from the State of Connecticut recently.  The town is currently updating their Plan of Conservation and Development.  This PoCD update will include support for greenway connectiveness with their neighboring towns, including Ledyard.

Voters in the Town of Killingly approved moving forward with a $7.7 million finance plan to replace portions of the town’s antiquated sewer system.  The US Department of Agriculture has committed funding for the project through a $2.1 million grant and a $5.6 million loan with a 4.62% interest rate.  Works on this project is expected to begin in September.

More Information 

EPA recently posted a new Web site called "Watershed Central" to help watershed organizations and others find key information they need to implement watershed approaches.  The primary purpose of the new Watershed Central Web site is to make it easy for organizations find the information in a timely manner that they need to help protect and restore their water resources.   Watershed Central helps users find environmental data, watershed models, nearby local organizations, and guidance documents -- and other information depending on the task at hand. Watershed Central also contains links to watershed technical resources and funding, mapping applications to help find information specific to named watersheds, and includes a “Watershed Wiki” that users may use to collaborate.  We encourage all watershed practitioners to use this new Watershed Wiki to share tools, scientific findings, expertise, and local approaches to watershed management.  Watershed Central not only links to EPA Web resources but also links to other valuable funding, guidance and tools on Web sites of state, tribal, and federal partners, universities, and nonprofit organizations. EPA’s new site is located at: www.epa.gov/watershedcentral. 
Like EPA, Earth Day is celebrating its 39th anniversary this year and, in an Earth Month video message, Administrator Lisa P. Jackson challenges all Americans to begin building the green economy that will define the next two decades.  In the video, Administrator Jackson notes how far we have come in 39 years and challenges us as individuals and as a community, to take steps to protect the water we drink, the air we breathe and the land where we live, work and play. Administrator Jackson asks us to think about how future generations will judge our efforts 39 years from now.  EPA, under the Obama Administration, is working to help create a clean energy economy, which produces new jobs that protect human health and the environment and frees us from our dependence on foreign oil. To view the video: http://www.epa.gov/earthday. 
In a move that stands to create thousands of jobs, boost local economies, improve aging water infrastructure and protect human health and the environment, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency awarded the first of the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving Fund grants under the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009. Clean Water State Revolving Fund grants have been made to the states of New York, West Virginia, Kentucky, North Carolina, and Nebraska. Drinking Water State Revolving Fund grants have been awarded to the states of Kansas and Nebraska.

This new infusion of money is predicted to help state and local governments finance many of the overdue improvements to water and wastewater projects including innovative green projects that save energy, water and further reduce the impact on the environment. The Clean Water State Revolving Fund program provides low-interest loans for water quality protection projects for wastewater treatment, non-point source pollution control, and watershed and estuary management. The Drinking Water State Revolving Fund program provides low-interest loans for drinking water systems to finance infrastructure improvements. The drinking water program also emphasizes providing funds to small and disadvantaged communities and to programs that encourage pollution prevention as a tool for ensuring safe drinking water.   An unprecedented $6 billion dollars will be awarded to fund water and wastewater infrastructure projects across the country under the Recovery Act in the form of low interest loans, principal forgiveness and grants. At least 20% of the funds provided under the Recovery Act are to be used for green infrastructure, water and energy efficiency improvements and other environmentally innovative projects. President Obama signed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 on February 17, 2009, and has directed that the Recovery Act be implemented with unprecedented transparency and accountability. To that end, the American people can see how every dollar is being invested at http://www.recovery.gov.  

The Low Impact Hydropower Institute (LIHI) Governing Board has announced the release of revised criteria for the Low Impact Hydropower Certification Program.  This release begins the public review and comment process. The Institute believes these proposed revisions provide important improvements to the Low Impact Hydropower Certification Program.  Use this link to the revised criteria ( userfiles/file/LIHI%20Revised%20Criteria%20%204-29-09.pdf ) as well as a link to a memo from our consultant, Gabriela Goldfarb, that describes the changes to the criteria ( userfiles/file/Criteria%20Crosswalk%204-29-09.pdf ).
 
Since its creation, the LIHI Governing Board has been committed to regular reviews of the program to ensure it is continuing to meet its goals and objectives. These reviews have all been subject to public comment, and during the period 2001-2007 have resulted in the following adjustments to the LIHI criteria and program:
 
1.       Extend the term of certification from two to five years.
2.       Formalize a free, confidential pre-application consultation to help prospective applicants understand the potential for certification of the Facility. 
3.       Extend the program to "new" hydropower capacity at an existing hydropower structure.
4.       Extend the program to "new" hydropower added to non-hydropower dams or other structures  so long as the existing dam had not been considered for removal.
5.       Revise the Watershed Protection criteria to include three extra years of certification for projects with adequate buffer zones.
6.       Allow for pre-operation certification of certain "new" facilities (not new dam construction) if they had at least been authorized if not constructed.
7.       Make the certification date for all future certifications retroactive to the date the application was filed (once a certification decision reached) to offer the ability for project owners to obtain payment for the period it takes to get through certification.
8.       Introduce an annual fee and simplify the re-certification process and fees. 
Public Comment  on the proposed criteria for the Low Impact Hydropower Certification Program for runs through June 29, 2009. 
Registration for the International Symposium sponsored by the New England Invasive Plant Center is now open.  “Invasive Plants in the Northeast of Asia and America:  Trading Problems, Trading Solutions” features invited speakers from China, Japan, Korea, Eastern Russia and the Center in a program that deals with the ecological aspects and policy challenges of invasive plants, as well as horticultural breeding and biotechnological solutions to the problem. As you know, many invasive plants in the northeast part of the US came from these Asian origins; similarly, many of the plants that are invasive in northeast Asia are native to the northeastern US. The international focus of the program will provide insight into the reciprocal invasive plant problems we face as well as a forum for exchange on solutions to the problem.  The meeting will convene August 10 – 12 on the UConn campus in Storrs. Please visit the website below for details on the program, registration and abstract submission. Both oral presentations (12 minutes) and posters are solicited at this time.  Please register early.  Because of the interactive workshop format of the meeting, attendance is capped at 100. http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/default.aspx?EventID=726341
And now for something completely different…
Vote for your choice of a logo to represent the Thames River Basin Partnership.  When the TRBP Coordinator position began, an available Connecticut-centric map from the website was captured for use to represent the TRBP.  One of the many outcomes of the Source to Sea initiative was a GIS data layer created by Mike Altshul of the Green Valley Institute that continued the rivers of the Thames River basin into Massachusetts and Rhode Island, making it possible to represent the entire watershed more effectively.  With this data layer came an opportunity to re-invent the logo.  Below are three potential options.  Please let Jean Pillo know which option you like most or send other options to be considered. 
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If you would like your organization’s efforts included in the next edition of the TRBP Partners in Action Report, consider attending one of our quarterly meetings.  It includes a Plan of Work activity reporting session, which is an informal “round the table” discussion of Partner activities.  It is a great time to network with like-focused organizations. All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.  Generally, the TRBP meeting quarterly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

· Tuesday, July 21, 2009:  Slideshow of the outcomes from The Last Green Valley Source to Sea Expedition at Project Oceanology, Groton, CT.
· Tuesday, October 20, 2009 TBA
Please mark your calendars to save these dates.  Meeting content and locations will be posted on the TRBP Calendar of upcoming events, or contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 for more information or to be added to the TRBP distribution list

If you are not already on the e-distribution list for this publication, contact Jean Pillo by email and request to be added, or you can download the most current version of this quarterly publication from the TRBP website.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is a voluntary, cooperative effort to share resources, and strives to develop a regional approach to resource protection.  The Partnership is made up of a variety of agencies, organizations, municipalities, educational institutions, companies, and individuals interested in the environmental health of the Thames River basin.  The TRBP Coordinator is employed by the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD) and is currently being funded in part by ECCD and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation as Part of the Long Island Sound Study with office space generously provided by the Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret.  Future funding sources are being sought.  Please consider making a donation to the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District and designate it to support the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator position.  Without your support, future services available from the TRBP Coordinator will be extremely limited.

