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The Thames River watershed includes the Five Mile, French, Moosup, Natchaug, Pachaug, Quinebaug, Shetucket, Willimantic, and Yantic Rivers and all their tributaries.  We’re not just the "Thames main stem."
Greetings from the Thames River Basin Partnership.  Once again this quarter our partners have proven their ability to work cooperatively on projects compatible with the TRBP Workplan and in support of our common mission statement to share organizational resources and to develop a regional approach to natural resource protection.  I hope you enjoy reading about these activities as much as I enjoy sharing information about them with you.  For more information on any of these updates, just click on the blue website hyperlinks in this e-publication, but be sure to come back to finish reading the rest of the report.
Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator

Eastern Connecticut Conservation District

If you missed the fall meeting of the Thames River Basin Partnership at the Wyndham County Extension Center, you missed a joint presentation by Susan Westa, Ed Eramian and Virge Lorents on the Borderlands Project.  This exciting project involves an exploration of how to balance development and conservation in the rural CT-RI border region.  One strategy is to use the Village Innovation Pilot (VIP), which has engaged the people of the two towns in creating and implementing a vision for their future. Guided by technical experts and local pilot teams, residents participated in visioning and planning exercises to explore how to preserve a meaningful sense of place (the “heart and soul” of the communities) by integrating new development in to town villages and centers.  For more information on this project, contact Susan Westa, or visit http://www.borderlandsproject.org. 
Special Meeting Announcement


TRBP News

An Inventory of Existing, Scheduled and/or Planned Implementation Projects in Support of the Eagleville Brook TMDL was delivered to the CT DEP at the end of October 2009.  This report was the final task for the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator as funded by an EPA Section 319 grant through the CT DEP.  The Eagleville Brook watershed is located in Storrs, CT.  The brook has been listed as impaired for aquatic life support since 2004 and impervious cover was implicated as the cause of this impairment.  Eagleville Brook was the first stream in the nation listed as impaired due to impervious cover.  Click here to review this report.  The CT DEP may use this report to develop a continual tracking database that could be replicated in other TMDL implementation efforts.
Willimantic storm drain marking project is nearly complete.  The TRBP, through the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD), was awarded a small grant by the Rivers Alliance of Connecticut  to support this effort.  The Environmental Committee of a student run group, People Helping People from the Eastern Connecticut State University, assisted the core volunteer team.  Custom designed bilingual door hangers were distributed in the neighborhoods where the storm drain markers have been placed.  At the October ECCD Annual Meeting, ECCD awarded high school students Celia Guillard and Hannah McMerriman with a Volunteer Project of the Year Award for their committed effort to complete this project.
For those of you who purchased rain barrels during the past 2 TRBP Rain Barrel promotions, The New England Rain Barrel Company wishes to remind you that it is time to store them away for the winter if you haven’t already done so.

For the last 3+ years, the Thames River Basin Partnership has benefited from a part time coordinator courtesy of a series of three US EPA Clean Water Act section 319 grants and some funding support through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation as part of the Long Island Sound Study. With the expiration of those funding sources, the position of TRBP Coordinator is suspended.  The ECCD, a core member of the TRBP, will continue to support the organization by committing staff time to schedule meetings and record meeting notes, including the Partners in Action Report.  If additional funding for the TRBP Coordinator position is secured, the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District will reactivate the position and partition their staff time to support the Workplan outlined by the funder.  The final report submitted to the CT DEP outlines the many successes of the organization during the grant funded period, as well as potential future initiatives that can be completed if funding support is secured.  Click here to review this report.  If you know of potential funding sources for future TRBP initiatives, please contact Jean Pillo.  Let’s keep the momentum going.

Partner Reports
The CT DEP has posted a Notice of Intent to Adopt Stream Flow Standards and Regulations and to hold a Public Hearing.  The proposed rules establish flow standards and other regulatory requirements for all river and stream systems in the state.  To view this public notice, click here. To view a copy of the draft proposed stream flow regulations, click here.

All interested parties are invited to express their views on the proposed regulations at a hearing to be held at the following place and times:

January 21, 2010
9:00 a.m. – until all comments have been heard 
Phoenix Auditorium, 5th Floor
Department of Environmental Protection
79 Elm Street, Hartford, Connecticut
National Public Radio recently aired a discussion on the topic of water availability in the northeastern US.  To learn more of what was said, click here.  
Holly Drinkuth and Mike Altshul of the Green Valley Institute held their first meeting with the Woodstock Conservation Commission to complete a Co-occurring Resource Analysis for planning purposes.  The Town of Woodstock is one of the largest land area municipalities in the State of Connecticut with high value forest habitat on the western side and a high concentration prime agricultural land on the eastern side.  They are exploring the option of creating 2 separate areas for this project to properly address this unique situation.
Sue Westa, Co-director of the Green Valley Institute is working with the Town of Chaplin to facilitate the update of their Plan of Conservation and Development.  An additional focus of the GVI is to help the Town of Coventry develop design guidelines for the Route 44 Corridor.  The GVI also presented workshops focused on Family Farms and Forests, focusing on conservation strategies in Killingly and Ashford.
The Green Valley Institute was selected as a finalist by the UCONN Office of the Provost and the Public Engagement Forum in the Program Category for the Provost's Award for Excellence in Public Engagement.  They were honored at the Excellence in Public Engagement Reception on December 9, 2009 on the UCONN Storrs Campus.
The Town of Thompson was awarded a CT Department of Agriculture “Farm Viability Grant,” to establish an AGvocate Pilot Program in six towns.  AGvocate Jennifer Kaufman is working with municipal leaders, agricultural producers, and supportive citizens in the towns of Ashford, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Franklin, Sterling, and Thompson to implement tools and create action plans to help promote farm viability in their towns. The AGvocate is currently involved with assisting the Town of Canterbury with their Plan of Conservation and Development update as well as a review of land use regulations in the Town of Thompson for farm friendliness. 
The Thames Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited reported a very successful 50th anniversary celebration at Hammonasset Beach State Park in October 2009.  With Rapid Bioassessment equipment and macroinvertebrate samples borrowed from The Last Green Valley Water Quality Monitoring Program, they were able to raise public awareness on important aquatic life support needs in our rivers and streams of Connecticut.  Also, the TU Trout in the Classroom program will be operating in 20 eastern Connecticut schools this year.  For more information, please contact Dixie Handfield.  

ECCD has hired Sarah Lamagna, a Norwich native, as a Natural Resource Specialist.  Sarah has a Bachelors Degree in Forestry and a Masters Degree in Soil Science.  She will be working out of the ECCD Norwich office.  
ECCD honored Anne Roberts Pierson, President of Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc and member of the Ledyard Conservation Commission, at their annual meeting in October as their Volunteer of the Year for her outstanding efforts as part of the TRBP Poquetanuck Cove Preservation Committee.  Not only has Anne played the major role in the grant administration for the Phragmites control project in Poquetanuck Cove, but using her red kayak, she has single handedly removed 25 tires from the important tidal habitat.  Congratulations Anne for a well deserved award.

In reporting on USGS project interests, Elaine Trench commented on the USGS funding structure in Water Science Centers, which requires cooperative funding from other agencies for most projects.  In CT, a primary cooperator has been CTDEP (which cooperatively funds most of our water-quality monitoring stations), but their recent funding constraints have been substantial.  

A number of potential projects have been proposed in the Thames Science Plan.  Baseline data in pristine areas is one potential area of investigation, and is related to Nature Conservancy interests in the Thames Basin.  Among the projects proposed in the Thames Science Plan, one of the key pieces of information needed is a more quantitative analysis of point sources of nutrients in the Quinebaug River Basin.  One part of that project, which does not currently have a funding source, would be to investigate the effects of seasonal or year-round nutrient controls.  Another small project that has potential is a public interest fact sheet on nutrients in the Quinebaug River Basin, based on information from existing reports. 

At the national level, the USGS is planning to implement a national water census.   This may eventually result in projects at the local level, but there is limited information on how this initiative will be implemented at this time.  A fact sheet that focuses on the development of a water census of the United States, and how USGS research can strengthen the Nation with information needed to meet the challenges of the 21st century is available.   
Celebrating Agriculture Day, held at the Woodstock Fairgrounds on September 26, 2009, was a huge success with attendance topping 5000 people.  Many farms were there promoting their goods.  Many TRBP partnering organizations were present to conduct outreach on natural resource protection.  
The Last Green Valley sponsored their 19th annual Walktober Event, encouraging people to visit many of the great places that make The Last Green Valley special.  This year, over 100 free guided hikes, paddles, strolls and other special events were featured. 
Tom Worthley, UCONN Cooperative Extension System Forester, was awarded a small grant by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service to employ students in order to generate a database of forestry landowners with land in excess of 10 acres.  This list exists primarily to notify Connecticut Certified Forest Practitioners about upcoming educational programs that are approved for Continuing Education Units.  Other information of interest to this group will also be disseminated periodically.  The list is expected to be completed by March 2010.

The 2008 Farm Bill, managed by USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, includes more provisions for forestry management that the previous Farm Bill.  The Farm Bill may be able to provide financial assistance for the development of a Forest Management Plan or a Conservation Activity Plan. The 2008 Farm Bill also provides cost-sharing for other programs, including invasive species control or a timber stand improvement on private land, including land owned by a land trust.  For more information, contact Jav Cruz at 860-887-4163 extension 300.
The Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and Development Area (ECRC&D), with EPA Section 319 funding awarded through the CT DEP, hired Wright Pierce in 2007 to develop a marketing plan for excess manure as a value added product in the town of Woodstock.  ECRC&D has posted the final outcome report of the Woodstock Nutrient Management Feasibility Study on their website.  There may be the potential to work with a local dairy farmer to install an aerobic digester.  For the full report, click here.
ECRC&D is also working with area farmers help them apply for energy efficiency grants offered by the USDA Rural Development Agency.  They co-sponsored two workshops in early November to introduce the program.  Due to the complexity of the grant writing process, grant writing assistance is being offered.
The Last Green Valley volunteer water quality monitoring program, coordinating with the Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret Citizen Science Program collected macroinvertebrate samples from over 20 rivers and streams in eastern Connecticut and one in the Quinebaug River in Massachusetts this fall.  These macroinvertebrate samples were delivered to the CT DEP to serve as part of their evaluation of the aquatic habitat suitability of wadable streams.

The Massachusetts DEP recently published The French & Quinebaug River Watersheds 2004-2008 Water Quality Assessment Report.  The report is organized by brook and river segments.  Several volunteer water quality monitoring groups associated with The Last Green Valley Water Quality Monitoring Program are referenced in this report.  These groups include The French River Connection, the Webster Lake Association and other local river advocates associated with TLGV WQM program.
French River Connection's 2009 Water Quality Monitoring Report is now available online.  You can find a Google map Summary here.

The 2008 Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) Implementation Tracking Report for Long Island Sound is available online.  This 2008 report documents the 14th year of implementation of the Long Island Sound Study (LISS) CCMP. It summarizes the continuing work of the LISS Management Conference partners in carrying out the CCMP. The LISS Management Conference is sponsored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), and the state of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CTDEP).  This is a long report (99 pp) but has a lot of useful information and connections to contributing watersheds such as the Thames River basin. 
CT DEP recently announced the completion of a riverine habitat enhancement project within the Shetucket River in Sprague adjacent to the DEP-owned Salt Rock Campground. This project involved adding large woody habitat to the river in the form of three "Constructed Log Jam" and three "Floating Log Cover" type habitat structures that were then secured in place.  During the last decade, the Inland Fisheries Division has been actively adding large woody habitat to river systems as a component of individual stream habitat restoration projects.   Large wood provides a multitude of benefits including the enhancement of in-stream fish habitats, channel stabilization and entrapment of organic materials such as leaves that provide an important food source for aquatic insects.  The Inland Fisheries Division received grant assistance from the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) to fund project implementation. Additional funding was provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program. The Thames Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited also provided support. The DEP Wildlife Division’s Wetland Habitat and Mosquito Management (WHAMM) Program was responsible for all habitat enhancement work associated with this project, while habitat construction management oversight was provided by DEP and NRCS biologists.  The Shetucket River supports a highly diverse fish community due to the presence of both inland and diadromous species. The river is managed as a Trophy Trout stream with a daily creel limit of 2 fish and an open season from the 3rd Saturday in April to the last day in February. In addition, the stretch of river from the Scotland Dam (Scotland) to the Occum Dam (Norwich) is also managed as an Atlantic salmon broodstock fishery. More information on fishing and fishing regulations can be found in the 2009 CT Angler’s Guide.  The Thames Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited has announced plans to develop a special TLGV Walktober event to feature this project in October 2010.

CT DEP Water Bureau and Natural Resources Bureau staff submitted study review comments pertaining to fish passage options, as well as water quality, recreation, and aquatic habitat conservation parameters, as part of the Scotland Dam Hydropower Generation Project dual applications to the FERC licensing process (competing applicants are Norwich DPU and FirstLight Power Resources, Inc.) The FERC license is on schedule to be issued in 2012, and will have fish passage conditions as part of the license agreement.

On November 23, 2009, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued effluent limitations guidelines (ELGs) and new source performance standards (NSPS) to control the discharge of pollutants from construction sites. This rule requires construction site owners and operators to implement a range of erosion and sediment control measures and pollution prevention practices to control pollutants in discharges from construction sites. The agency believes this rule, which takes effect in February 2010 and will be phased in over four years, will significantly improve the quality of water nationwide.

Construction activities like clearing, excavating and grading significantly disturb soil and sediment. If that soil is not managed properly it can easily be washed off of the construction site during storms and pollute nearby water bodies. The final rule requires construction site owners and operators that disturb one or more acres to use best management practices to ensure that soil disturbed during construction activity does not pollute nearby water bodies.  In addition, owners and operators of sites that impact 10 or more acres of land at one time will be required to monitor discharges and ensure they comply with specific limits on discharges to minimize the impact on nearby water bodies. This is the first time that EPA has imposed national monitoring requirements and enforceable numeric limitations on construction site stormwater discharges.  Soil and sediment runoff is one of the leading causes of water quality problems nationwide. Soil runoff from construction has also reduced the depth of small streams, lakes and reservoirs, leading to the need for dredging.  To download a fact sheet on this topic, click here.  
The FarmLink Program is a program designed to find farmland partners, to transition and plan, and help keep farming in Connecticut, for generations to come.  Farm owners or farm seekers can use this site to share information with other owners and seekers registered with the FarmLink Program. If you have any questions, or need further assistance, please call the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, Marketing Division at (860) 713-2503. 

News from the Municipalities 

The Town of Woodstock is actively soliciting public input as they prepare an update to their Plan of Conservation and Development.  The Town is in the information gathering stage.  Contact Woodstock Planner, Delia Fey for more information.
The Thompson Together Committee recently sponsored a road side cleanup project.  This project helps to keep floatable debris out of the rivers and streams in town. The French River Buffer Project in Town of Thompson is nearly complete.  

Also in the Town of Thompson, a new building is being constructed to house the Thompson Ecumenical Empowerment Group (TEEG), a non-profit human services organization that benefits area families in need.  They are in the process of constructing a new building to operate out of.  This building will meet LEED standards and incorporate Low Impact Design principles.
Other news

EPA's “National Water Program Strategy: Response to Climate Change,” provides basic information on climate change, the water-related effects of climate change, and the implications for EPA's National Water Program.

NEIWPCC and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection are pleased to announce the dates of the 21st Annual Nonpoint Source Conference. The conference will take place at the Radisson Hotel in Plymouth, MA on May 17 – May 19, 2010.  For more information, please visit the conference website at http://www.neiwpcc.org/npsconference
EPA's Nonpoint Source Grants Reporting and Tracking System (GRTS) is the primary tool for management and oversight of state Nonpoint Source (NPS) Management Programs under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act.   EPA recently added new tools to the GRTS database to enable the public to search for information about NPS pollution control projects. One way to search the database is to perform a criteria-based query. This method is best for finding 319 projects that meet certain conditions; for example, NPS projects that implement a Total Maximum Daily Load to control mine waste, or projects implementing best management practices for waters polluted by urban runoff. To search for projects, visit http://iaspub.epa.gov/grts/projects.  Another new search tool is the interactive map, which enables browsing for project information by watershed. Simply use the find, pan, and zoom buttons to navigate to the location of interest, and the 319 projects will appear, summarized by watershed.  At a regional scale, projects are displayed by sub basins (8-digit hydrologic units), and at a local scale, by sub watersheds (12-digit hydrologic units).  Check out the GRTS Map Viewer at: http://iaspub.epa.gov/grts/map
A USGS Fact Sheet that highlights findings in a series of articles published in the Journal of Environmental Quality on agricultural chemicals in the environment is now available at http://water.usgs.gov/nawqa  (see "Featured Headlines" and "National Maps"). 

The USGS information summarizes investigations in five agricultural areas across the U.S., providing a watershed approach to understanding the movement of chemicals and water through agricultural lands. The five watersheds represent important agricultural practices in different environmental and hydrologic settings and, therefore, findings are relevant to agricultural areas throughout much of the Nation. 

Approximately 40 percent of the land in the U.S. is used for agriculture. Often, natural hydrologic processes are modified toward optimizing agricultural production, such as in areas of extensive tile drains or irrigation, which can have unintended environmental impacts on water quantity and quality. Understanding the movement of water and chemicals in streams, ground water, and the atmosphere is critically important in evaluating and tracking effects of agricultural practices on water quantity and quality.  Detailed information on the agricultural studies can be accessed at: http://in.water.usgs.gov/NAWQA_ACT/.   For questions, contact Paul Capel, capel@usgs.gov , (612) 625-3082 or Kathleen McCarthy, mccarthy@usgs.gov, (503) 251-3257.

The Center for Watershed Protection(CWP) is working with the UCONN Extension Center for Landuse Education and Research (CLEAR) program on a project in the Eagleville Brook watershed in Mansfield, CT.  They featured their recent work in the Eagleville Brook watershed in their recent national e-newsletter.  The CLEAR program has developed a website devoted to Eagleville Brook which includes a video of their recent investigatory work on the UCONN campus to locate potential stormwater retrofit opportunities.  Click here to visit this website.
CWP recently circulated this bit of information.  If you look around in the stormwater world these days, volume seems to be the buzz.  The September, 2009 issue of Stormwater Magazine has an excellent article by Andrew Reese entitled "Volume-Based Hydrology".  If you have any questions or doubts about the role of volume in stormwater management, start with this article.  

EPA is proposing to disseminate a survey to owners, operators, developers, and contractors of developed sites, owners and operators of municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s), and states and U.S. territories, which is designed to inform a rulemaking to strengthen stormwater regulations and to establish a comprehensive program to reduce stormwater from newly developed and redeveloped sites. Stormwater discharges from developed sites can harm water quality through increases in stormwater volume and pollutant loadings into nearby waterways. Generally, as sites are developed there is an increase in areas where water cannot infiltrate, so stormwater volume increases. The resulting stormwater flows across roads, rooftops, and other surfaces, transporting pollutants that are then discharged into waterways.
EPA intends to propose a rule to control stormwater from, at minimum, newly developed and redeveloped sites, and to take final action no later than November 2012. In order to support the rulemaking EPA is proposing to require three separate questionnaires focusing on gathering data about current stormwater management practices, including those used at newly developed and redeveloped sites. EPA’s proposed survey would gather data from three groups: 1) the owners, operators, developers, and contractors of newly and redeveloped sites; 2) the owners and operators of municipal separate storm sewer systems; and 3) states and territories. The draft survey would require detailed information about stormwater management and control practices, local regulations, and baseline financial information.  For additional information, click here.

Recent reports indicate that over 30% of the water and wastewater professionals will be retiring in the next 5-7 years.  To address this growing concern, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Water has collaborated with the Water Environment Federation, the American Water Works Association, and the Department of Labor to develop the Water Sector Competency Model. A competency model is one of the tools used by the Department of Labor to provide a clear description of what a person needs to know and be able to do (such as knowledge, skills and abilities) to perform well in a specific job, occupation or industry.  Having this model in place will help promote the water sector and ensure its recognition as a high growth/ high demand green job sector among other federal agencies, job seekers and academic institutions. For more information http://www.careeronestop.org/competencymodel/default.aspx. 

The 2010 ELA Conference & Eco-Marketplace theme this year will be “Expanding the Ecological Landscape: Maximize Biological Potential, Minimize Environmental Impact and LOVE IT!” with Keynote Speaker Toby Hemenway.  The conference is scheduled for February 25, 2010 at MassMutual Center at Springfield, MA.  Conference attendees will learn how to maximize biological potential, minimize environmental impacts, and obtain spectacular results.  Seventeen sessions offer multiple tracks focused on water use, landscape design, pest control, and application of practical skills. Experienced educators and practitioners provide sessions covering many aspects of ecological, sustainable, and organic landscaping (CEUs available). The concurrent Eco-Marketplace presents opportunities to explore new options in landscaping products and services.  Dinner features a keynote address by Toby Hemenway, author of Gaia’s Garden, a Guide to Home-scale Permaculture. Adjunct professor at Portland State University and Scholar in Residence at Pacific University, Hemenway will share his design approach based on ecological principles that create sustainable landscapes, homes, and workplaces.

Full brochure and online registration available late December at www.ecolandscaping.org or call 617-436-5838.
Grants

A new funding opportunity exists for the Five Star/NRT Restoration Program! Applications are due via Easygrants (www.nfwf.org/easygrants) by Thursday, February 11, 2010. The Five Star Restoration Program seeks to develop community capacity to sustain local natural resources for future generations by providing modest financial assistance to diverse local partnerships for wetland, riparian, and coastal habitat restoration. The 2010 RFP and proposal narrative are attached and are also available for viewing on our website at www.nfwf.org/fivestar.

Since 2001, American Rivers and NOAA have provided financial and technical assistance for more than 100 river restoration projects across the country through their Community-Based Restoration Program. We are looking for new projects that will help communities as well as fish that live in both marine and freshwater habitats. Learn more about this program and how to apply. 

The New England Grassroots Environmental Foundation (NEGEF) small grants program provides grants to groups working on community level issues in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island. The Fund interprets the word ‘environment’ broadly and will provide funding for a wide range of activities. Whole systems-thinking is critical to initiatives focused on making our environment better, healthier and more sustainable.  Small grants are intended to support community groups who represent the most exciting energy in the environmental movement that are not being reached by traditional funders.   The next grant application deadline is February 15, 2010.
If you would like your organization’s efforts included in the next edition of the TRBP Partners in Action Report, consider attending one of our quarterly meetings.  It includes a Plan of Work activity reporting session, which is an informal “round the table” discussion of Partner activities.  It is a great time to network with like-focused organizations. All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.  Generally, the TRBP meeting quarterly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.
· January 19, 2009 CT DEP Senior Staff will give a presentation on the proposed Minimum Stream Flow Regulations in CT.  This meeting will begin at 9:30 AM at the Mansfield Community Center located at 10 South Eagleville Road, Mansfield CT. 

· April 20, 2009 The Northeast Connecticut, Windham Region and Southeast Connecticut Council of Governments’ GIS staff will give a joint presentation on the newly available online GIS data developed through a CT Office of Policy and Management grant.  Meeting location TBD.
Please mark your calendars to save these dates.  Meeting content and locations will be posted on the TRBP Calendar of upcoming events, or contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 for more information or to be added to the TRBP distribution list.
If you are not already on the e-distribution list for this publication, contact Jean Pillo by email and request to be added, or you can download the most current version of this quarterly publication from the TRBP website.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is a voluntary, cooperative effort to share resources, and strives to develop a regional approach to resource protection.  The Partnership is made up of a variety of agencies, organizations, municipalities, educational institutions, companies, and individuals interested in the environmental health of the Thames River basin.  Sources of funding are being sought to continue the TRBP Coordinator position.  Please consider making a donation to the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District and designate it to support the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator position.  Without your support, future services available from the TRBP Coordinator will be extremely limited.


















The winter TRBP Quarterly Meeting will take place on January 19, 2010 at the Mansfield Community Center located at 10 South Eagleville Road in Mansfield CT beginning at 9:30 AM.  This meeting will feature a very special presentation by Rob Hust of the Connecticut DEP to review the proposed minimum stream flow regulations for our organization two days before the official public hearing is scheduled to take place in Hartford.  Seating is limited to 50 participants.  Contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:Jean.Pillo@ConserveCT.org" ��Jean Pillo� at 860-928-4948 extension 605 to reserve your space as soon as possible.  
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