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The Thames River watershed includes the Five Mile, French, Moosup, Natchaug, Pachaug, Quinebaug, Shetucket, Willimantic, and Yantic Rivers and all their tributaries.  We’re not just the "Thames main stem."
Greetings from the Thames River Basin Partnership.  Once again this quarter our partners have proven their ability to work cooperatively on projects compatible with the TRBP Workplan and in support of our common mission statement to share organizational resources and to develop a regional approach to natural resource protection.  I hope you enjoy reading about these activities as much as I enjoy sharing information about them with you.  For more information on any of these updates, just click on the blue website hyperlinks in this e-publication, but be sure to come back to finish reading the rest of the report.
Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator

Eastern Connecticut Conservation District

If you missed the summer meeting of the Thames River Basin Partnership at Project Oceanology, then you missed CT Sea Grant’s Juliana Barrett presentation on the importance of coastal buffer plantings.  With funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, Juliana Barrett and Rachael Cleveland published an 8-page pamphlet in 2009.  This pamphlet describes some of Connecticut's coastal habitats, the functions and values of riparian buffers, and how to plant a riparian buffer. Such buffers can minimize the impacts of polluted runoff on water quality and coastal habitats. You can download a PFD copy of this pamphlet here. An additional resource available regarding buffer plantings is Conservation Buffers: Design Guidelines for Buffers, Corridors, and Greenways published by the USDA.  Click here to download a copy.

TRBP News

The Thames River Basin Partnership held its 10th anniversary Floating Workshop on June 18.  This workshop featured Poquetanuck Cove, a tidal cove located on the east side of the Thames River on the border of Ledyard and Preston.  This cove is the location of a major TRBP partner initiative to combat invasive Phragmites that had gotten introduced along the fringe areas of the tidal marshes.  Approximately 50 people took part in this event.  An outcome of the event was a prototype Poquetanuck Cove Canoe/Kayak Trail Guide that highlights the important natural and cultural features of the cove.  For more information about the TRBP Floating Workshop 10 and Poquetanuck Cove, including a short slide show, click here.  This year’s TRBP Floating Workshop was sponsored in part by the Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and Development Council, CT Sea Grant and the Mohegan Sun.
Partner Reports

TRBP steering committee member, Dr. Mickey Weiss of Project Oceanology was featured in a New London Day article entitled Taking the Pulse of the Thames.  Mickey is working cooperatively with Dr. Mike Whitney of UCONN Avery Point to study the currents in Norwich Harbor and their role in the seasonal hypoxia in the deeper waters there.  

The Thames Valley Chapter of Trout Unlimited continues to have great success with their Trout in the Classroom program. Twenty eastern Connecticut schools will participate in the program this school year. 
The Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret held the groundbreaking ceremony for their new Grassland Birds Conservation Center to be built on Day Road at the edge of the 700 acre Bafflin Sanctuary in Pomfret Center, CT.  The center will mimic the appearance of a dairy barn built in 1895 that was formerly located at that location.  The new Grassland Bird Center will provide a much needed expansion which will include a visitor center as well as classroom and meeting space.  At their current cramped facility on located on Scenic Route 169, the CT Audubon Society Center at Pomfret offered programs that served over 10,000 people in 2009.  The new Grassland Bird Conservation Center will cost $2 million.  A successful capitol campaign is ongoing but they are still short of their target.  If you would like to learn more about the project, or contribute towards its completion, please visit their website or call Sarah Heminway at 860-928-4948 extension 601. 

The CT DEP Watershed Management Program has posted all approved Connecticut watershed management plans online.  This includes a mini-watershed based plan for Little River, Muddy Brook and Roseland Lake prepared by the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District in 2009.
The CT DEP and the US EPA will be partnering to initiate a Healthy Watersheds Initiative that will provide funding for high quality watersheds in Connecticut that will allow for a focus on preservation of good quality water rather than remediation to restore impaired water quality.  One or two pilot projects will be announced this fall.  
CT DEP has posted a interactive map on their website to highlight where US EPA Clean Water Act § 319 funds have been awarded.  

The 2010 Water Quality Assessment Report to Congress as prepared by the CT DEP is behind schedule and has not yet been released for public comment.

The proposed Connecticut Stream Flow Standards , as presented at the January TRBP Quarterly Meeting are still under legal review. 

There were forty-four applications received for consideration for part of $4 million set aside for the CT DEP Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program this year.  Five of the applications were for open space purchases in the greater Thames watershed.  Selected projects will be announced in late summer 2010. 

The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD) is involved with three separate water quality investigations focused on developing management plans to address bacterial exceedances.  Mashamoquet Brook (Pomfret), Spaulding Pond (Norwich) and Baker Cove (Groton) each have been failing the safe bacteria standards, but the circumstances in each project area are very different.  ECCD staff has been engaged in varied field investigations dependent on the local land uses in each watershed.  Pomfret is a rural community with no permitted wastewater outlets.  Spaulding Pond, located in Mohegan Park in Norwich, attracts a significant amount of waterfowl to a pond with a slow flush rate.  The Baker Cove watershed includes potential discharges from recreational boats as well urban development and related stormwater runoff.   The data collected during this field season will be incorporated into mini-watershed based plans addressing the EPA nine required elements.  These projects are funded in part with US EPA Clean Water Act § 319 program funds through the CT DEP.
ECCD is assisting Amos Lake Association with a small grant provided by the Connecticut Federation of Lakes.  The funds from this grant are supporting a public awareness project on the relationship of land use to water quality.  A selection of brochures was provided to area residents.  The Last Green Valley has posted electronic versions of the material on their website.
ECCD is also providing staff services as the Niantic River Coordinator to focus on creation of a four town organization that will focus on implantation of the Niantic River Watershed Based Plan.  This project is funded in part with US EPA Clean Water Act § 319 program funds through the CT DEP.  The second year of funding is near completion and a third and final year of funding for this position is pending signatures.

ECCD and CT DEP have been aggressively seeking funding to support the installation of a fish ladder at the site of the Hallville Dam in Preston.  This effort was described at the TRBP Floating Workshop 10 by CT DEP’s Steve Gephard.  ECCD has also been working with the landowners and their legal representatives to secure the required legal easements for this project.  It is estimated that this project could finally be under construction next spring.

Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc will be coordinating the third year of Phragmites herbicide treatment at Poquetanuck Cove late this summer.  This year’s project funding will be provided by a US Fish and Wildlife Partners in Wildlife Grant and the Connecticut Corporate Wetlands Restoration Partnership.
Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc also owns Sandy Point Preserve off of Stonington.  They are working cooperatively with the US Fish and Wildlife Service to manage this important habitat for shorebirds. In 2010, there were over 400 Least Tern nests that fledged more than 200 chicks.  In addition, 6 pair of Piping Plovers and 4 pair of Oyster Catchers also nested there this season. These are the highest numbers since 1982.  Click here to view to read more.
A summer intern hired by the Mohegan Tribal Nation continued a water quality assessment of two ponds and a brook at Fort Shantok.  A second sampling site in a brook at Cochegan Rock (behind the Mobil Station on Route 395) was added.  Based on a chlorophyll-a test result of 11mg/m3 at the Fort Shantok ponds, they found that the water quality in the ponds is indicative of a "mesotrophic" category which may be either Class AA, A or B water, and only moderately enriched with plant nutrient and moderate biological productivity characterized by intermittent blooms of algae and/or small areas of macrophyte beds.  The area was categorized as having a good potential for water contact recreation .  Phosphorus and nitrogen results were generally "non-detect." The ponds are currently used for fishing.  Swimming is not permitted.  Tests for indicator bacteria met safe contact standards.

The fish ladder at Trading Cove was damaged during the March 2010 flood.  The US Fish and Wildlife Service own and operate the fish ladder at the dam which feeds Trading Cove.  It was dismantled for repair and will be returned when repaired by FWS.  They are hoping to restore the fish ladder by this fall.
The US FWS walked two properties with the Environmental Protection Department personnel which are owned by the Mohegan Tribe:  1) Gadger Property off Route 32 and 2) Cochegan Rock property, for possible wildlife inventories as they have an interest in protecting the Eastern Cottontail Rabbit and both properties may be supporting this species.  Final identification would require fecal collection in the winter for positive identification.
News from the Municipalities
The Woodstock and Pomfret Green Teams jointly sponsored an electronics recycling fair in June 2010.  During this 4 hour event, 23 new households in Woodstock signed on to purchase their electricity through the Clean Energy Options program.  This was the highest number of new applicants for a single event promoting the Clean Energy Options Program.

The US EPA has issued the Town of Woodstock a Certificate of Partnership in the Green Power Partnership Program in recognition of their efforts to reduce the risk of climate change through green power purchasing.

Other news

	Most of the State funding for USGS data collection at streamflow gaging stations, water-quality sampling sites, and groundwater level wells has been restored and data are now available on the WEB.  Users who can contribute funding for the non-Federal share of costs to continue operation of these streamgages should contact Virginia de Lima, Director of the USGS Connecticut Water Science Center (860-291-6741, vdelima@usgs.gov).  The annual operation and maintenance cost per gage is $15,000. 

Aquatic organism Passage FishXing (pronounced "Fish Crossing") has produced special software and learning systems for fish passage through culverts.  This software is intended to assist engineers, hydrologists, and fish biologists in the evaluation and design of culverts for fish passage. It is free and available for download. Version 3 of FishXing is in its final beta form.


The Stream Systems Technology Center website, maintained by the Forest Service’s Rocky Mountain Research Station, offers detailed information, including free on-line training videos, and the newsletter, Stream Notes, about monitoring stream morphology and hydrology.  What does “bankful” mean?  Click here.  
Need a break from reading this newsletter?  Play the Water Sense game.  More water sense information is available here.
Coca Cola is running an internet competition that would award $100,000.00 to a state park. If you enter CT in the search on the link below, CT parks come up. When you ‘vote’ CC sends a dollar to the National Park Service and enters your vote for your favorite park.  The park with the most votes will win the $100,000.00.  So, please vote for your favorite Connecticut state park! Click here to participate.
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has a great tool for teaching basic information on river processes and management strategies.  Click here to visit this cool website.
The Center for Watershed Protection has updated their website: check it out at www.cwp.org.  All their materials are now available for free download in one place. They are also hard at work producing the first issue of the Watershed Science Bulletin, due out this Fall.  The first issue will focus on TMDLs. If you haven't signed up already, go to www.awsps.org to join the Association of Watershed and Stormwater Professionals and receive the Bulletin plus other member benefits. 

The USGS Massachusetts-Rhode Island Water Science Center is pleased to announce the publication of the following on-line report, Preliminary Assessment of Factors Influencing Riverine Fish Communities in Massachusetts, by David S. Armstrong, Todd A. Richards, and Sara L. Brandt.  This work was prepared in cooperation with the Massachusetts Departments of Fish & Game, Environmental Protection, and Conservation & Recreation.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game Division of Ecological Restoration produces and electronic newsletter entitled Ebb and Flow. To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter, e-mail russ.cohen@state.ma.us.  In a recent newsletter, there is a link to a study conducted by the USGS on the effects of urbanization on streams. In addition to the study, there are short podcasts on this subject.

Competitive Resources Inc. (CRI) has partnered with the CT Chapter of Sierra Club to provide the services of the Home Energy Solutions (HES) Program. This program is a home energy assessment were a professional finds and seals critical air leaks; replaces incandescent bulbs with compact florescent lamps; provides water conservation devices and more.  Through a special fundraising opportunity, CRI will donate funds to the CT Sierra Club for every home that has this valuable service. A special $25 discount on the $75 co-pay through Sierra Club expires on October 1, 2010. Click here for the discount coupon.
An article entitled Rising Water Temperatures Found in U.S. Streams and Rivers was featured in the April 7, 2010 online edition of Science Daily highlights recent research showing that water temperatures are increasing in many streams and rivers throughout the United States. A team of hydrologists and ecologists analyzed historical records from 40 sites and found that annual mean water temperatures increased by 0.02-0.14°F (0.009-0.077°C) per year. Long-term increases in stream water temperatures were typically correlated with increases in air tempera​tures, and rates of warming were most rapid in urbanized areas.

The Environmental Education and Training Partnership’s (EETAP’s) Web site delivers environ​mental education training, services and resources to education professionals across the U.S. The site offers environmental education guidelines, standards, and accreditation and certification information. EETAP’s site features sections on cultural diversity and environmental literacy, and offers EETAP bulletins, articles and study reports.

On August 12, EPA’s Office of Water (OW) launched its redesigned website, http://water.epa.gov, replacing four OW content areas on www.epa.gov. Information is now organized by topic in a way that should be more straight-forward and useful to visitors. Visitors to the agency site looking for water-related content will be redirected to appropriate pages on the new OW site. 
On Wednesday, September 15, 2010, from 1 to 3 PM EDT, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency will feature “A Watershed Dialogue: How Can We Build the Capacity and Effectiveness of Watershed Groups?”  This webcast will feature an exchange of ideas on supporting local stakeholder efforts to protect and restore watersheds. Dialogue panelists include Don Waye from EPA, Wendy Wilson from River Network, Hye Yeong Kwon from Center for Watershed Protection, Christine Olsenius from Southeast Watershed Forum, and Glynnis Collins from Illinois’ Prairie Rivers Network. Each will discuss how EPA and other organizations are addressing the needs of watershed groups by providing technical tools and support to the local level and what more could be done. This is an opportunity for watershed groups and anyone involved in water protection and restoration efforts to share their views on how we can improve our collective effectiveness. To register for this webcast, visit: www.epa.gov/watershedwebcasts.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you would like your organization’s efforts included in the next edition of the TRBP Partners in Action Report, consider attending one of our quarterly meetings.  It includes a Plan of Work activity reporting session, which is an informal “round the table” discussion of Partner activities.  It is a great time to network with like-focused organizations. All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.  Generally, the TRBP meet quarterly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

October 19, 2010 – TBD

January 18, 2011 - TBD

Please mark your calendars to save these dates.  Meeting content and locations will be posted on the TRBP Calendar of upcoming events, or contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 for more information or to be added to the TRBP distribution list

If you are not already on the e-distribution list for this publication, contact Jean Pillo by email and request to be added, or you can download the most current version of this quarterly publication from the TRBP website.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is a voluntary, cooperative effort to share resources, and strives to develop a regional approach to resource protection.  The Partnership is made up of a variety of agencies, organizations, municipalities, educational institutions, companies, and individuals interested in the environmental health of the Thames River basin.  Sources of funding are being sought to continue the TRBP Coordinator position.  Please consider making a donation to the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District and designate it to support the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator position.  Without your support, future services available from the TRBP Coordinator will be extremely limited.
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