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The Thames River watershed includes the Five Mile, French, Moosup, Natchaug, Pachaug, Quinebaug, Shetucket, Willimantic, and Yantic Rivers and all their tributaries.  We’re not just the "Thames main stem."
Greetings from the Thames River Basin Partnership.  Once again this quarter our partners have proven their ability to work cooperatively on projects compatible with the TRBP Workplan and in support of our common mission statement to share organizational resources and to develop a regional approach to natural resource protection.  I hope you enjoy reading about these activities as much as I enjoy sharing information about them with you.  For more information on any of these updates, just click on the blue website hyperlinks in this e-publication, but be sure to come back to finish reading the rest of the report.
Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator

Eastern Connecticut Conservation District

If you missed the winter meeting of the Thames River Basin Partnership at the Dayville office of the Northeast Connecticut Council of Governments, then you missed an update on the status of Regional GIS Programs available through the three regional COGs in our watershed;    Northeast Connecticut Council of Governments (NECCOG), Windham Region Council of Governments (WinCOG) and Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments (SCCOG).  This mini-workshop was co-presented by a representative by each of the COGs.  The COGs provide planning assistance to their member towns.  Under the Responsible Growth Act and funded by the CT Office of Policy and Management, each COG in CT received funding to increase access to Geographic Information System (GIS) data in order to make GIS available at “everyone’s fingertips”.  

Liz Crutcher of SCCOG reviewed online data currently available at http://host.appgeo.com/sccog/.   The limiting factor of this program will be data currency.  The grant allows for 2 years of data update via their contractor. Individual municipalities will need to keep their parcel data current.  Liz credited Claudia Tomayo, her predecessor, with much of the work related to this project.

Jana Butts of WinCOG presented a demonstration website that is not yet publically available.  They are targeting a June 30 launch of the active site.

Mark Goetz of NECCOG updated the TRBP on the status of their project.  Many towns in their region were lacking digitized parcel data, so they have been focusing on creating accurate parcel information first which has required significant field work to correct town boundary info.   They are hoping to have a 12 town data set available by “summer”.  No website is available for NECCOG at this time.
TRBP News

Planning is underway for the 10th annual Thames River Basin Partnership Floating Workshop.  This year’s workshop will celebrate one of the TRBP’s most successful Partnership initiatives, the Phragmites Control Project in Poquetanuck Cove.  The Eastern Connecticut Resource Development and Conservation Council have generously provided $1000 in support of workshop planning.  Additional funds are being sought.  If you would like to be involved or just want more information, contact Jean Pillo.  

The Third Annual TRBP Rain Barrel Promotion, in partnership with the New England Rain Barrel Company, is underway.  This year, in addition to featuring affordable rain barrels at $84.95, NE Rain Barrel Company also is offering Bio Orb Composters for $99.95.  The NE Rain Barrel Co. shares a portion of the proceeds, which will be used to fund a portion of the TRBP program support provided by the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District.  A general delivery date of June 19, 2010 has been set for two locations in the watershed; Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret, located at 189 Pomfret Street in Pomfret Center and the USDA Service Center, located at 238 West Town Street in Norwich, CT.  Check the TRBP website for further updates.
Partner Reports

The Nature Conservancy recently purchased two properties in Ashford, Connecticut totaling 205 acres. The lands represent the final acquisitions in a multi-year project that has protected more than 1100 acres of wetland and upland habitat in the Natchaug River Basin.  The project is the result of a partnership between The Nature Conservancy, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, the UConn Extension System’s Green Valley Institute, USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Wyndham Land Trust, the Towns of Eastford and Woodstock and three private landowners. It was supported by a landmark $1,000,000 grant from the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA).

The Natchaug Basin Conservation Action Plan (CAP) Steering Committee met in late April.  After a review of the CAP strategies and actions, three focus groups broke out to discuss Education and Outreach, Land Use and Economic Development, and Road Maintenance and Construction.  There are eight towns wholly or partially in the Natchaug watershed basin; Union, Woodstock, Eastford, Ashford, Willington, Mansfield, Chaplin and Windham.  A portion of the funding for this project has been provided by a grant from the US Forest Service.  This project is a cooperative effort by The Nature Conservancy, The Green Valley Institute, the Naubesatuck Watershed Council and the Windham Regional Council of Governments.
Judy Rondeau, formerly the Inland Wetlands Official for the Town of Thompson has joined the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District as their new Natural Resource Specialist.  She is working out of the USDA Service Center located at 238 West Town Street in Norwich.  Judy will take over responsibilities as the Niantic River Coordinator as well as several other projects currently underway. Judy’s email address is judy.rondeau@comcast.net. 
The ECCD sponsored a rain garden workshop in March that was attended by 30 people.  Jean Pillo, Watershed Conservation Coordinator for the ECCD, overviewed a step by step guide to planning and planting a rain garden.  Susan Munger, New London County Master Gardener Coordinator, provided information on native plants suitable for rain garden conditions.  

The CT DEP received 395 comments during the April public comment period on the proposed Stream Flow Regulations.  For more information on the proposed minimum flow standards, or to read all 395 comments submitted during the public hearing process, click here.
The CT DEP also received numerous comments during the public comment period on the proposed Amendments to Connecticut’s Water Quality Standards.  For more information on the proposed water quality standards, or to read the posted comments, click here.
The CT DEP is now accepting proposals for the prevention, control and/or abatement of nonpoint source pollution. The application deadline has been extended to July 30, 2010.  Under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act (§319 C.W.A.), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awards a grant annually to the CT DEP to fund eligible projects that support the implementation of the Connecticut’s Nonpoint Source Management Program. These funds are limited; therefore, a competitive bid process is used to ensure that the most appropriate projects are selected for funding.  Proposals may be submitted by any interested Connecticut public or private organization (i.e. municipalities, nonprofit environmental organizations, regional water authorities/planning agencies, and watershed associations). Applicants are encouraged to partner with other public agencies. (i.e. Regional Planning Agencies partner with member municipalities). All proposals submitted for these funds must identify a 40% non-federal cash or in-kind services match. For additional information, click here.
Connecticut Environmental Conditions Online (CT ECO) is the collaborative work of the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (CT DEP) and the University of Connecticut Center for Land Use Education and Research (CLEAR) to share environmental and natural resource information with the general public. CT ECO's mission is to encourage, support, and promote informed land use and development decisions in Connecticut by providing local, state and federal agencies, and the general public with convenient access to the most up-to-date and complete natural resource information available statewide.

CT ECO includes a variety of online maps and tools for viewing Connecticut’s environmental and natural resources such as protected open space, farmland soils, wetland soils, aquifer protection areas, water quality classifications, and drainage basins. Each can be viewed separately or in conjunction with other environmental and natural resource information. In addition, CT ECO includes several sets of high resolution orthophotography, the most recent from 2008.

The proposed Massachusetts Year 2010 Integrated List of Waters is available for public review and comment. Click here to view the draft report.  This document will be submitted to the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in fulfillment of reporting requirements of both s.305(b) and s.303(d) of the Clean Water Act. In addition to the actual proposed listing of the individual categories of waters, the report presents a brief history of water quality management in Massachusetts and presents the methodology that is currently employed for assessing and reporting on the status of Massachusetts' waters. The 2010 List is based primarily on new watershed assessments completed for the Chicopee, French, Quinebaug, and Nashua watersheds and the Narragansett Bay and Mount Hope Bay Coastal Drainage Areas. Water quality assessments of these watersheds have been completed and can be found at http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/resources/wqassess.htm.  Comments should be submitted in writing no later than June 11, 2010.
The Draft Connecticut 2010 Water Quality Assessment Report is behind schedule and is not yet available for public comment.  It is anticipated there will be no changes in the status of any waterbodies in the upper Thames watershed area this year.

The CT DEP Diadromous Fish Program has released The Plan to Restore Diadromous Fishes to the Shetucket River Watershed.  This 47 page document can be downloaded from the TRBP website here.   

Click here to view an 18 minute video entitled “Earth Day 40, Connecticut’s Environmental Past, Present and Future”.  This video looks back at Earth Day April 22, 1970 and the environmental successes and challenges that Connecticut faces.  Over the past 40 years, Connecticut has made great progress in cleaning up our air, waters and lands, preserving open space, protecting fish and wildlife, and protecting the public health.  The video seeks to engage public involvement in protecting and preserving our environment, recognizing that everyone has a role to play in this effort.

The Green Valley Institute, in cooperation with the US Forest Service and the CT Department of Environmental Protection Forestry Division (DEP Forestry) is hosting a series of public meetings and demonstrations for forest and woodland owners. GVI conducted an analysis of forested land in private ownership with the greatest impact on water quality for DEP Forestry.  The purpose of this analysis is to identify forested parcels critical to the protection of drinking water quality and develop a stewardship initiative with the landowners in the project area. 

The AGvocate program that promotes agriculture in Eastern Connecticut has received $50,000 in state funding through a state Department of Agriculture Ag Viability Grant to fund the program for a second year.  This funding will allow programs to continue in the six original towns of Ashford, Brooklyn, Canterbury, Franklin, Sterling and Thompson.  With assistance offered by the AGvocate, Jennifer Kaufman, the original 6 communities are working to create or improve agriculture commissions, plan for farmland protection and examine town regulations to be sure they are “farm-friendly.” In addition, the towns of Eastford, Hampton, Windham and Woodstock will also be involved this year.  
The Last Green Valley, Inc is in the process of updating their vision statement.  Vision 2020 will act as a guide to the organization through the next decade.  The Board of Directors recently approved proposed vision statements proposed by committees focused on areas such as agriculture, water resources, recreation and economic development.  The Last Green Valley is the managing entity of the Quinebaug-Shetucket Rivers National Heritage Corridor.

More than 60 applicants with funding requests totaling an amount greater than $600,000 applied for $150,000 available through The Last Green Valley grant program.  Reviewers have the difficult task of determining which projects will be funded.  

Eastern CT RC&D has been awarded 2 Rural Business Enterprise Grants (RBEG) by the USDA - Rural Development. The first grant is for $41,000 to conduct an environmental quality analysis for a slaughterhouse in Stafford Springs, CT. The second grant in the amount of $40,000 was to continue the CT Farm Energy Program which provides outreach and technical assistance to AG producers and AG based small business who are looking to apply to USDA Rural Development's Rural Energy for America Program (REAP).

With support and cooperation from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), the CT Department of Environmental Protection Forestry Division (DEP Forestry) and the Eastern CT Resource Conservation and Development Area (RC&D), the UCONN Cooperative Extension Forestry Program is hosting a series of public meetings and demonstrations for forest and woodland owners.  The meetings focus on woodland and wildlife management techniques and funding available to assist woodland owners meet their management objectives.
Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc is developing an agreement with the US Fish and Wildlife Service that will allow USFWS to take over the management of Sandy Point Island.  Avalonia will retain ownership of the island, located between Stonington, CT and Westerly, RI.  The island contains important habitat for federally endangered species.
Climate change threatens to further imperil hundreds of species of migratory birds, already under stress from habitat loss, invasive species and other environmental threats. The State of the Birds: 2010 Report on Climate Change, follows a comprehensive report released a year ago showing that that nearly a third of the nation's 800 bird species are endangered, threatened or in significant decline. The report, a collaboration of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and experts from the nation’s leading conservation organizations, shows that climate changes will have an increasingly disruptive effect on bird species in all habitats, with oceanic and Hawaiian birds in greatest peril.
News from the Municipalities
The Town of Thompson is continuing with their French River riparian buffer planting project at Riverside Park.  They are also exploring the possibility of installing a rain garden and/or tree box planter at their town hall parking lot.  
The Green Valley Institute is continuing to work with the Woodstock Conservation Commission on a Co-occurring Resource Analysis.  There are challenges using this process in Woodstock due to the size of the town and the distribution of natural resources.  Less than 10% of the land in Woodstock is currently protected from development.  The goal of the Woodstock Open Space Land Acquisition and Farmland Preservation Commission is to preserve 25% of the land in town by 2025.
The Preston Redevelopment Agency has been awarded three $200,000 Environmental Protection Agency grants be used for the clean-up of the Ribicoff building, tunnels, conduits and other buildings located on the Preston Riverwalk site.  With this funding, PRA can refocus the Connecticut Development Block Grant to the demolition and salvage of the Salmon and Awl buildings.  The Preston Redevelopment Agency was created in 2009 to oversee the redevelopment of the former Norwich State Hospital property.

Other news

American Rivers is accepting cleanup registrations from across the country for National River Cleanup 2010. Organizations and individuals are encouraged to be a part of this year-long event that benefits rivers and communities. Find a cleanup near you or organize a cleanup of your own.

The Behnke Doherty Gallery will be hosting a special three day benefit sale and auction, Natives and Interlopers:  Aquatic Plants of Connecticut Lakes.  The exhibition runs from Friday May 14 through Sunday May 16.  There will also be an afternoon reception and auction at the gallery on Sunday from 1-4.  Proceeds will benefit the Connecticut Federation of Lakes, a statewide organization dedicated to encouraging the health and protection of Connecticut’s lakes. For more information, contact Mieke Schuyler at Lmlmc.community@gmail.com or call 203-263-2207.

The Center for Watershed Protection is proud to announce the launch of the Association of Watershed and Stormwater Professionals website.  Current features of the site include information on membership along with links to member benefits.  Future features of the site will include a login feature for members and information about future issues of the Watershed Science Bulletin and results of the Photolog Contest. For more information, connect directly to the site at www.awsps.org or contact us at membership@awsps.org. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is seeking public comment on ocean acidification as it relates to Clean Water Act section 303(d) (also known as the Total Maximum Daily Loads Program) through a Federal Register notice (FRN).  In the FRN, EPA is soliciting specific input on what considerations EPA should take into account when deciding how to address listing of waters as threatened or impaired for ocean acidification (OA) under the 303(d) program.  

By November 15, 2010, EPA will complete a memorandum that describes how EPA intends to proceed with its section 303(d) program in light of the responses to the notice.  There is a 60 day public comment period on this FRN, which lasts until May 21, 2010.  

The FRN is titled “The Clean Water Act Section 303(d): Notice of Call for Public Comment on 303(d) Program and Ocean Acidification” and is posted at: http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/oceanfrMarch_2010/  

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is launching a new set of web tools, data, and interactive maps to inform the public about serious Clean Water Act violations in their communities. Improving water quality is one of EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson’s priorities and in 2009, Administrator Jackson directed the agency to develop concrete steps to improve water quality to better enforce the Clean Water Act and to use 21st Century technology to transform the collection, use and availability of EPA data. The web tools announced are part of EPA’s Clean Water Act Action Plan to work with states in ensuring that facilities comply with standards that keep our water clean.

The new web page provides interactive information from EPA’s 2008 Annual Noncompliance Report, which pertains to about 40,000 permitted Clean Water Act dischargers across the country. The report lists state-by-state summary data of violations and enforcement responses taken by the states for smaller facilities. The new web page also makes it easy to compare states by compliance rates and enforcement actions taken and provides access to updated State Review Framework reports. 

· Interactive Map for Clean Water Act Annual Noncompliance Report: 

http://www.epa-echo.gov/echo/ancr/us/ 

· State Review Framework: http://www.epa.gov/compliance/state/srf/index.html 

· Enforcement and Compliance History Online: http://www.epa-echo.gov/echo  

Upcoming Workshops
Randall Arendt, a nationally recognized expert in creative community design, planning and conservation, will be leading a workshop entitled Redesigning the Commercial Strip.  His latest efforts focus on helping communities redevelop commercial strips and create new mixed use centers.  This workshop will be help in Chaplin on May 17 at 6:00 PM.  The cost of this workshop is $15.  A light dinner will be provided.  Click here for more information.  Space is limited.  Mr. Arendt will have advice for small and large communities.  His slides show includes examples from many types of communities addressing a large array of issues from aesthetic to transportation to stormwater and more.  Come learn what your community can do to improve its commercial or mixed use center.  This workshop is being co-sponsored by the Green Valley Institute, the CT Environmental Review Team and the Connecticut Chapter of the American Planning Association. For more information, contact GVI at 1-860-774-9600 ext 24 or email susan.westa@uconn.edu.  
The 21st Annual Nonpoint Source Pollution Conference will be held on May 17-19, 2010 at the Radisson Hotel in Plymouth, Massachusetts. The workshop agenda and registration information can downloaded from their website: http://www.neiwpcc.org/npsconference.  
Topics on this year’s agenda include

· Climate Change and Water Quality

· Nutrient Management in Cranberry Bogs

· Low Impact Development

· Social Marketing and Outreach

· Watershed Modeling
A Conservation Easement Monitoring Workshop: Whys and Hows for Your Stewardship Program will be held on May 21, 2010, 12:00pm – 4:00pm.  The cost of the workshop is $20.  It will be held at Windham County Extension Center, 139 Wolf Den Road, Brooklyn, CT.  A strong stewardship program is critical to ensuring land saved today is protected tomorrow. Holly Drinkuth, Quinebaug Highlands Program Director and Dave Gumbart, Assistant Director of Land Management, of The Nature Conservancy Connecticut will lead a workshop that discusses the value of easement monitoring, the process of monitoring from before, during, and after the visit, and the importance of regular monitoring documentation. Workshop fee of $20 covers lunch and a contribution in support of CLCC’s land trust training and education programs.  For more information and registration see the Connecticut Land Conservation Council website:

http://www.ctconservation.org/clccspring2010roundtables
This year’s only basic training for Land Use Commissioners will be Saturday, May 22 at
UConn Storrs Campus, WB Young Building, room 100 from 8:30 – 3 PM.  The cost of this workshop is $40 which includes breakfast and lunch.   The Land Use Academy Basic Training provides instruction for local land use commissioners on the fundamental knowledge and skills needed to support sound decision making. Our curriculum covers the roles, responsibilities and legal requirements of commissions as well as basic map reading techniques. Commissioners who complete all three courses earn a certificate to document their commitment to effective land use decision making. 
On May 26, 2010, the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District will be hosting a workshop presented by the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station on Flame-Weeding for Invasive Shrub Control.  This workshop will be held at CAES Griswold Research Center, located at 190 Sheldon Road, Griswold, CT from noon – 3:30 PM.  Japanese barberry (Berberis thunbergii) is classified as invasive in Connecticut.  In addition to forming dense thickets that can inhibit forest regeneration and native herbaceous plant populations, barberry thickets provide excellent habitat for blacklegged ticks (Ixodes scapularis) which are vectors of several diseases including Lyme disease.  Propane torches provide an alternative to herbicides in parks, nature preserves, or forests where herbicide use is restricted. Relative to dense barberry infestations, research has demonstrated that plots where barberry was controlled had fewer blacklegged ticks.  The program will overview why it is important to control invasive species, alternative methods for invasive species control and includes hands-on practice for all participants. To register for this workshop, contact Jean Pillo at 860-928-4948 ex 605.  Request to leave a voice message.
The 2010 Eastern Connecticut RC&D Annual Meeting to be held on Monday June 21, 2010 from 10:30am-2:30pm at Goodwin College-The River Campus in East Hartford, CT.  The agenda includes: an RC&D business meeting, 2010 RC&D partnership awards with invited receipient Rep. Joe Courtney, a presentation on Brownfields and the work that has been done at Goodwin College, lunch, and the afternoon will conclude with a cruise along the Connecticut River aboard the Hartford Belle with special guest Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni. If you would like to attend you can register for this event by filling out the Registration Form (pdf).

Aton Forest Inc. of Norfolk, CT  is sponsoring a 2-day workshop at the  and white Memorial Conservation Center in Litchfield, CT,  entitled "Field identification of Sedges (the genus Carex) of Northwestern Connecticut".  This workshop will be taught by Bill Moorhead on July7-8, 2010.  Tuition for this workshop is $240.  For more information, click here.  

The Center for Watershed Protection schedule of webcasts on watershed and stormwater management for 2010 can be found here.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 If you would like your organization’s efforts included in the next edition of the TRBP Partners in Action Report, consider attending one of our quarterly meetings.  It includes a Plan of Work activity reporting session, which is an informal “round the table” discussion of Partner activities.  It is a great time to network with like-focused organizations. All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.  Generally, the TRBP meet quarterly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

July 20, 2010 Project Oceanology, Groton, CT.  Juliana Barrett of CT SeaGrant will be our guest presenter who will overview resent work on Coastal Buffer Planting guidance.
October 19, 2010 - TBD

Please mark your calendars to save these dates.  Meeting content and locations will be posted on the TRBP Calendar of upcoming events, or contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 for more information or to be added to the TRBP distribution list

If you are not already on the e-distribution list for this publication, contact Jean Pillo by email and request to be added, or you can download the most current version of this quarterly publication from the TRBP website.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is a voluntary, cooperative effort to share resources, and strives to develop a regional approach to resource protection.  The Partnership is made up of a variety of agencies, organizations, municipalities, educational institutions, companies, and individuals interested in the environmental health of the Thames River basin.  Sources of funding are being sought to continue the TRBP Coordinator position.  Please consider making a donation to the Eastern Connecticut Conservation District and designate it to support the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator position.  Without your support, future services available from the TRBP Coordinator will be extremely limited.
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