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The Thames River watershed includes the Five Mile, French, Moosup, 

Natchaug, Pachaug, Quinebaug, Shetucket, Willimantic, and Yantic 

Rivers and all their tributaries.  We’re not just the "Thames main stem."
Greetings from the Thames River Basin Partnership.  Once again this quarter our partners have proven their ability to work cooperatively on projects compatible with the TRBP Workplan and in support of our common mission statement to share organizational resources and to develop a regional approach to natural resource protection.  I hope you enjoy reading about these activities as much as I enjoy sharing information about them with you.  For more information on any of these updates, just click on the blue website hyperlinks in this e-publication, but be sure to come back to finish reading the rest of the report.

Jean Pillo, TRBP Coordinator

If you missed the October 21, 2008 TRBP Quarterly Meeting at the Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret, you missed a slideshow overview/update of the Poquetanuck Cove Phragmites Control project.  This project was initiated in 2006 by TRBP Coordinator, Jean Pillo and involves more than 15 TRBP partners in various ways, from mapping assistance to funding a piece of the multi-phased project.  The first year of herbicide treatment has been completed by the DEP Wetland Habitat and Mosquito Management staff.  Consulting Botanist Bill Moorhead provided data from the outcome of his year long floristic survey to the DEP WHAMM, whose staff made efforts to protect these non-target plants from overspray.  The completed 2007/2008 floristic survey yielded identification and locational information on six Natural Diversity Data Base listed plant species in the marshes of Poquetanuck Cove.  Twenty four volunteers were trained in August 2008 to assist with monitoring the project success.  Funding for two additional years of herbicide treatments has been secured.
On October 29, 2008 thirty two scientists, administrators and local stakeholders met at the Hole in the Wall Gang Camp in Ashford to determine ecological conservation targets in the first of three watershed based planning workshops for the Natchaug Basin. Participants identified ecological targets including main stem rivers, headwater streams and associated wetlands, forests and cold water fisheries.  Each target for conservation was assigned a number of key ecological attributes which can be used to indicate the continued health, improvement or degradation of the targets within the Natchaug Basin.  Workshop II is scheduled for January 2009 and will focus on identifying threats to the conservation targets. The Natchaug Basin Conservation Action Planning (CAP) is a cooperative effort of the Naubesatuck Watershed Council, the Green Valley Institute, The Nature Conservancy and the Windham Region and Northeast Connecticut Councils of Governments.     
The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District was awarded EPA Section 319 funds by the CT DEP for a Mashamoquet Brook Water Quality Improvement Project.  Mashamoquet Brook in Pomfret, CT is an impaired water about which little is known.  The brook includes a diversion to a swimming pond in Mashamoquet State Park, which experiences closures due to E. coli, and there are likely other NPS pollutants impacting the brook.  The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD) will thoroughly investigate the brook and its issues, and draft a Watershed Based Plan.  Included in the plan will be prioritized implementation actions, and one of the goals of this project will be to initiate the highest priority actions.
The ECCD also reported that the Aerway System trial program in Woodstock is progressing and feedback from the farmers involved has been positive.  Water quality test results have not been finalized.  The District will be featuring the Aerway System along with other BMPs to manage nutrient runoff at an upcoming farm tour in Putnam. 
The membership of the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor, Inc (QSHC) has voted to officially change their name to The Last Green Valley, Inc.  In addition to this change, they have relocated their office from Putnam to the Danielson section of Killingly.  Their new location is more centrally located in this 35 town organization.  Their new contact information is:
The Last Green Valley, Inc. 
P.O. Box 29, 111 Main Street
Danielson, CT 06239-0029
860-774-3300
860-774-8543 fax
866-363-7226 toll free
mail@tlgv.org
www.thelastgreenvalley.org
The Last Green Valley, the Thames River Basin Partnership and other eastern Connecticut organizations were recently awarded project funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation as part of the Long Island Sound Study.

The Last Green Valley was awarded up to $29,994 in support of the planned “Source to Sea, Connecting the Drops in The Last Green Valley” series of events planned for 2009.  This funding will support the development of an education and social marketing campaign to encourage public participation in “Making Sound Choices from the Source to Sea” aimed to reduce non-point sources of water pollution that impact local waters and Long Island Sound.  These events will begin with a special kick off celebration at Bigelow Hollow State Park in Union, CT on Friday, April 17 and conclude on Saturday, June 13 near the mouth of the Thames River.  For more information, click here or contact Lois Bruinooge, Deputy Executive Director of The Last Green Valley.

The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District was awarded $6,000 on behalf of the Thames River Basin Partnership to host the 9th annual Floating Workshop for municipal officials in the Thames River watershed communities. This workshop will be planned to provide education about polluted runoff from inland sources to the Thames River and the Long Island Sound and to engage workshop participants in water quality improvement projects in their communities.  This workshop is scheduled for Friday, June 12, 2009.  More information will be posted at www.trbp.org as the workshop is developed.  Contact Jean Pillo if you are interested in helping to plan this workshop.
Mitchell College in New London was awarded $5,000 in support of the Mitchell Beach Restoration Project at their beach on the Thames River.   Mitchell College will remove invasive plants, reduce erosion from foot traffic and restore 600 feet of dune with American Beach Grass using this restoration to educate the public about Long Island Sound habitats.


Sea Research Foundation, Inc. was awarded $5,000 in support of National Estuary Day at Mystic Aquarium & Institute for Exploration.  The Sea Research Foundation will host a National Estuary Day celebration attracting thousands of visitors focusing on increasing public awareness about the threats facing Long Island Sound and the abundance of its natural resources with a goal of increasing community connections with the Sound.

By completing a conservation easement in the Quinebaug Highlands, The Nature Conservancy has now helped to protect more than 50,000 acres of forests, rivers, and coastline across the State of Connecticut. The land protected includes 450 acres in the Quinebaug Highlands, an expanse of unbroken forests and sparkling streams in the northeast corner of the state. With the help of a grant from the North American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA), the Conservancy was able to establish a conservation easement on land owned and managed by Hull Forestlands in Union. The property is home to wetlands, streams and forest that are critical wintering and staging areas for migratory waterfowl. The area also sustains the largest drinking water supply watershed in Connecticut, with benefits that trickle down all the way to Long Island Sound.  For more information, contact Holly Drinkuth.

The Connecticut DEP has recently released The Municipal Primer – Your Guide to Creating a “Green and Growing” Community (also called “The Municipal Primer”).  This document provides basic information and guidance to municipal officials on a wide variety of topics related to environmental protection so that local decision-makers are informed about key environmental topics, from land use decisions, to purchasing practices, to the operation of municipal facilities, and more. The Municipal Primer provides municipal officials with a tool that allows them to quickly determine which DEP programs relate to any given situation and identifies sources of additional information, including web pages and staff contacts. You may request a hard copy by sending an e-mail to DEP's Landscape Stewardship Coordinator or calling 860-424-3618.
The CT DEP has hired a second Low Impact Development Coordinator, Jessica Morgan.  She and David Demboski will be focused on integrating Low Impact Development strategies into state policy while working to promote it at the municipal level.
The USGS has prepared a fact sheet titled Nutrient Loading and Algal Response in West Thompson Lake, Thompson, Connecticut, 2003 – 2005.  Click here to download a copy of this fact sheet summary and a link to the entire report on this study.

Avalonia Land Conservancy, Inc, an eight town land trust in southeastern Connecticut, will be hosting several events as part of the Source to Sea, Connecting the Drops in The Last Green Valley in 2009.  One of these events will be a public paddling tour of Poquetanuck Cove on June 6, 2009.
UCONN Assistant Professor Mike Whitney, of the Marine Science Department, reported that the Thames River buoy is back in the water and reporting to the internet.  For live water quality information in of the Thames River at the Gold Star Bridge, click http://www.mysound.uconn.edu/thameslo_stn.html.
Project Oceanology is experiencing another successful year of grant supported educational programs.  This year’s programs include five inter-district school programs educating students about water science and water quality issues.
David Bingham of The Sierra Club Connecticut Chapter has been working towards passage of Municipal Green Fund Legislation to enable municipalities the option to charge a conveyance fee on real estate buyers.  Proposed uses of this Green Fund in un-built communities would include open space funding.  In built-out communities, the funding might be applied to sewer upgrades, brownfield remediation, energy conservation, stormwater upgrades or mass transportation improvements.  For more information, contact David Bingham. 
The 2008 annual Celebrating Agriculture! Day was once again a successful event highlighting the importance of agriculture in Eastern Connecticut.  Thousands of families leisurely enjoyed a hardy farm breakfast and were offered a tour of a working dairy farm.  Logging demonstrations and other events occurred throughout the day.  Next year’s event will be September 26, 2009. Check their website for further information.
News from the Municipalities 

Thompson volunteers have completed their third season of water quality monitoring in the French River with support of The Last Green Valley Water Quality Monitoring Program.  This year, sites along the Five Mile River were added to the test locations.
With assistance of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, 60 native shrubs were planted along the French River near the Thompson Library, targeting areas most impacted by erosion first.  Winter fundraising is planned to continue this buffer planting next year.    

More Information 

American Farmland Trust and CT Conference of Municipalities have recently released a publication entitled, Planning for Agriculture: A Guide for Connecticut Municipalities. There are a series of CCM workshops planned across the state for local officials, municipal employees, members of the agriculture community, and members of the public.  In eastern CT, workshops are scheduled in Lebanon for Thursday, December 4th from 10am-12N, and Wednesday, December 17th from 2:00-4:00pm in Pawcatuck. Go to www.ctplanningforagriculture.com for more information on these workshops.
The Center for Watershed Protection of Elliott City, MD has an outstanding series of guidance manuals for protecting our lakes, rivers and streams.  They have recently released the final installment of the Urban Subwatershed Restoration Manual Series, Manual 9: Municipal Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping Practices.  Historically, most communities have had little reason to consider the stormwater pollution generated by their own municipal operations. Over the last decade, this reality has begun to change as the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) spurred communities across the country to begin developing comprehensive pollution prevention/good housekeeping programs. While municipal pollution prevention/good housekeeping concepts are relatively simple, many communities have found that developing a program can be both confusing and intimidating. To download this manual and to see a complete list of the titles in the series, visit their website at http://www.cwp.org/formmaker/Download-Form_RedirectFormPage.html. 
The Center for Watershed Protection has also released the results of a Street Sweeping/Storm drain Cleanout Study.  Street sweeping and storm drain cleanout practices are among the oldest practices used by communities to provide cleaner and healthier communities, meet community demand for aesthetics and maintain public safety. With the advent of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, regulated Phase I and Phase II communities can use these practices to help meet their permit requirements. Just how well these practices can reduce pollutants, though, has been uncertain, given current research findings. 

In 2005, the Center collaborated with a number of agencies and set out to quantify the pollutant reduction that can be achieved by street sweeping and storm drain cleanouts.  This research study had three phases: a literature review, a survey and a monitoring program. All of the information was used to provide locally-derived pollutant removal reductions for street sweeping and storm drain cleanout practices for Chesapeake Bay communities.

The final report, entitled Deriving Reliable Pollutant Removal Rates for Municipal Street Sweeping and Storm Drain Cleanout Programs in the Chesapeake Bay Basin, is available now on the Center's website as a free download: http://www.cwp.org.
American Rivers has released Local Water Policy Innovation: A Road Map for Community Based Stormwater Solutions, a report to help you protect clean water and healthy streams in your community.  Stormwater is a leading cause of water pollution and the threats are caused locally, seen locally, and are best addressed locally. This toolkit explains how you can improve stormwater policies in your community and capture the attention of policy makers. Local governments already have the processes in place with zoning districts and ordinances, site plan reviews, and comprehensive plans -- now it’s time to act.

The MA DEP Watershed-Based Planning site is up and running at http://public.dep.state.ma.us/Watershed/Intro.aspx.  There is a tutorial on how to use the site at http://public.dep.state.ma.us/Watershed/Help.aspx (which can also be accessed from the question mark on the main mapping page). The maps on the website are useful for many purposes. With an ability to zoom in and out, they are useful for orienting yourself for any project.  The site also includes links to other DWM information-assessments, integrated list, TMDL's, etc, making it easier to access this information rather than having to collect separate websites in your favorites list.  The plans gather and organize lots of important information in a useful format, including NPDES permits, flows and actual flows and the list of withdrawals, and withdrawal flows (permitted and actual).  For more information, contact Warren Kimball at MA DEP. 
On the Green Scene, Benjamin H. Grumbles, Assistant Administrator for Water, discusses the issues surrounding the tap vs. bottled water debate, including the health, economic and environmental impact of both.  To watch the interview: www.epa.gov.  Follow the link under Current Multimedia.
Here is a new WaterSense Factoid:  If every home in the United States installed WaterSense labeled faucets or faucet aerators in the bathrooms, it would save 60 billion gallons of water annually, saving households more than $350 million in water bills and about $600 million in energy costs to heat their water. Additionally, water and waste water utilities would save 200 million kilowatt-hours of electricity normally used for supplying and treating that water.  The WaterSense website has a complete list of WaterSense labeled products, http://www.epa.gov/watersense/pp/index.htm. 
If you would like your organization’s efforts included in the next edition of the TRBP Partners in Action Report, consider attending one of our quarterly meetings.  It includes a Plan of Work activity reporting session, which is an informal “round the table” discussion of Partner activities.  It is a great time to network with like-focused organizations. All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.  Generally, the TRBP meeting quarterly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

Tuesday, January 20, 2009 TBA

Tuesday, April 21, 2009 TBA

Please mark your calendars to save these dates.  Meeting content and locations will be posted on the TRBP Calendar of upcoming events, or contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 for more information or to be added to the TRBP distribution list

If you are not already on the e-distribution list for this publication, contact Jean Pillo by email and request to be added, or you can download the most current version of this quarterly publication from the TRBP website.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is a voluntary, cooperative effort to share resources, and strives to develop a regional approach to resource protection.  The Partnership is made up of a variety of agencies, organizations, municipalities, educational institutions, companies, and individuals interested in the environmental health of the Thames River basin.  The TRBP Coordinator is funded in part by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection through a United States Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant.
www.thamesriverbasinpartnership.org


