
The Thames River 
Basin Partnership

Floating Workshop VI
July 14, 2006



Part 1
Morning tour of

Poquetanuck Cove
• TRBP  was contacted by local conservation 

groups
• There was a past effort to get Poquetanuck 

Cove designated a National Wildlife Refuge
• Proposed land use changes in area will 

likely impact Cove resources
• Can TRBP help to organize local groups to 

protect Cove resources?



Poquetanuck Cove is 
a very special place



Cove access from the Thames River is 
limited due to a low rail road crossing.



Special designations

• Designated a bird sanctuary in 1969
• Waterfowl hunting prohibited in 1982
• Dedicated open space includes:

– 235 acres TNC holding in Ledyard

– 35 acres DEP land in Preston
– 1.5 acre Avalonia Land Conservancy “sedge 

bed”



TRBP organizes P. Cove tour

• Preston Conservation Committee and 
representatives from the BOS

• Preston Town Planner

• Ledyard Conservation Commission
• Ledyard Assistant Town Planner
• Avalonia Land Conservancy

• US Fish and Wildlife Service Representatives
• CT DEP LIS Program office



Dave Kozak, DEP LIS Program



Attentive audience listens as
Dave Kozak speaks about invasive
Phragmites and it potential impact 

on the Cove ecology.



Don Henne of the US Fish and Wildlife Service displays map of 
CT Coastal Area



Sara Williams of the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service
Discusses the “1997 Draft 
Action Plan for Protecting 
The Natural Resources of 
Poquetanuck Cove, Ledyard
And Preston, Connecticut”
that was never finalized.



Phragmites is a growing concern for the stability of this resource



Eric Thomas, DEP Thames River Coordinator, lists suggested follow up actions.



Floating Workshop VI 
(Part 2)



Norwich 
City 
Hall



Jennifer Elazhari, Assistant City Manager, 
welcomes the group in the beautiful Council 
Chamber at the Norwich City Hall.



Rob Hust, of the CT DEP provides a brief
introduction to DEP Watershed Programs



Jim RePass  of the National 
Corridors Initiative speaks on 
revitalizing rail service through the 
Thames River Basin.



Jim Byrne of the EPA 
gives a primer on the 
Brownfields Program.



John Rozum of the CT 
NEMO Program 
introduces an upcoming 
on-line natural resource 
inventory.



Kirt Mayland of 
Trout Unlimited 
discusses stream 
flow issues.



Norwich Harbor Commission’s

Consultant, Geoff  Steadman, discusses

the Norwich Harbor Vision down at 

the harbor side.



Norwich City 
Planner Mike 
Schaeffer discusses 
the brownfield 
revitalization goals 
along Norwich 
Harbor



Jim Turenne,  Rhode Island 
Assistant State Soil Scientist 
employed by the NRCS 
discusses a subaqueous soil 
mapping project and its uses.



Mark Alexander of the CT DOT demonstrating the Route 2/2A /32 
bypass project 



Dick Guggenheim of
Southeastern Conn.
Council of Government
Discusses regional 
transportation issues



Jean McInnis, 
Administrator for the 
Mohegan Environmental 
Protection Department, 
discusses a tidal wetland 
restoration and 
enhancement at Fort 
Shantock Park. 



Chris Clark, 
Operations 
Manager for the 
Mohegan Tribal 
Utility Authority,
discusses a water 
distribution 
supply pipeline 
under the Thames 
River, funded by 
the Mohegan 
Tribal Nation, 
that will relieve 
water supply 
shortages in the 
future.



Dr. Mickey Weiss of Project Oceanology discusses years of 
water quality data collected by Project O in the Thames River
Estuary.



Thank you Project Oceanology!


