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The Thames River watershed includes the Five Mile, French, Moosup, 

Natchaug, Pachaug, Quinebaug, Shetucket, Willimantic, and Yantic 

Rivers and all their tributaries.  We’re not just the "Thames main stem."
Greetings from the Thames River Basin Partnership.  Once again this quarter our partners have proven their ability to work cooperatively on projects compatible with the TRBP Workplan and in support of our common mission statement to share organizational resources and to develop a regional approach to natural resource protection.  I hope you enjoy reading about these activities as much as I enjoy sharing information about them with you.  For more information on any of these updates, just click on the blue website hyperlinks in this e-publication, but be sure to come back to finish reading the rest of the report.

Jean Pillo, TRBP Coordinator

If you missed the July 15, 2008 TRBP Quarterly Meeting at Project Oceanology in Groton, you missed learning why former Project O director and founding TRBP member, Dr. Howard “Mickey” Weiss, is absent from our winter meetings.  Dr. Weiss educated all in attendance with an informative and entertaining review of his ten years of research on Caribbean spiny lobsters, Panulirus argus.  Using a specially considered camera and underwater lighting system he designed, Dr. Weiss has increased our knowledge of interspecies nocturnal encounters and has numerous publications to his credit on the subject.  He also compared and contrasted Caribbean spiny lobsters to American lobsters, Homarus americanus, which are commercially fished in portions of the lower Thames River estuary.
Also at this meeting, the FY2008/2009 Thames River Basin Partnership Plan of Work was adopted by consensus.  To view a copy of this updated work plan, click here.  This year, more TRBP member organizations were involved in the Plan of Work Steering Committee, thanks to a conference call sponsored by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.    
The Thames River Basin Partnership Floating Workshop VIII was held on Friday June 13, 2008 with 54 participants.  The workshop was entitled “The Natchaug Watershed Basin, Water for People and Nature”.  The Natchaug River is the least impacted river system in the Thames watershed basin, and the workshop highlighted Partner efforts to preserve and enhance this multi-use resource for future generations.  The Natchaug River is the source of drinking water for more than 20,000 people in Willimantic and parts of Mansfield.  Mark Smith of The Nature Conservancy’s Sustainable Waters Program was this year’s keynote speaker. He overviewed international water resource problems and provided local examples of similar issues.  To view a slide show of our workshop, click here.  Our float on Mansfield Hollow Lake, managed as a flood control project by the US Army Corp of Engineers, included introductions to many area TRBP Partner projects and/or missions.  The TRBP Floating Workshop VIII webpage links you to more detailed information on those projects topics.  Click here to make that connection, but don’t forget to come back to read the rest of this newsletter!
The TRBP sponsored rain barrel sale was a success with a total of 58 units sold.  Rain barrels are part of a simple water conservation strategy that saves rain water from rooftop runoff for use in your landscape on sunny days.  Thank you to all who supported the TRBP through this effort.  For those of you that missed your chance to purchase a rain barrel at a discount through our organization, we will be repeating the program again next spring.  

Poquetanuck Cove update – Anne Robert’s Pierson of Avalonia Land Conservancy and Dave Bainbridge of the Ledyard Conservation Commission led another CT Trails Day event at Poquetanuck Cove to highlight the significance of the cove and to help recruit volunteers for the vegetative sampling that is scheduled to take place mid-August.  Work is nearly complete on the yearlong floristic survey of Poquetanuck Cove.  This survey so far has documented at least 5 plants that are listed on the CT Natural Diversity Data Base, including one that has not been recorded in Connecticut for 80 years!  The next phase of the project involves creating a pre-treatment vegetation map and hiring a professional botanist to train volunteers to assist with monitoring the success of the Phragmites herbicide treatments.  In future years, the volunteers will continue this monitoring.  The Town of Ledyard Conservation Commission is once again providing funds to supplement the needs for the Poquetanuck Cove project.  The DEP Wetlands Habitat and Mosquito Management (WHAMM) staff has the first of three herbicide treatments scheduled for late August/early September.  

The Eastern Connecticut Conservation District (ECCD) has been acting as project managers for the Town of Putnam on a stream bank erosion/stormwater correction along the Quinebaug River at Simonzi Park.  Tentative plans have been drafted for this project.  Next steps are in discussion.
The ECCD is also moving forward on a fish ladder project in Preston.  The final design for this ladder is complete, with critical input from Steve Gephard of the DEP Inland Fisheries Division.  Once final landowner approval is received, installation of this project can begin in 2009.

The ECCD trial nutrient management project in the Little River watershed using an Aerway system that opens deep soil pockets prior to spreading liquefied manure to farm fields is underway in Woodstock.   Runoff monitoring is being conducted by UCONN.  Limited rainfall to date has led to limited runoff to monitor.  Modifications to the protocol may be necessary.
Project Oceanology continues to support volunteer water quality monitoring support to various groups, including Southeastern Connecticut River Estuary Stewardship, Inc (SE*CRES) in the Mystic River and Stonington Harbor, and the Save the River, Save the Hills organization in the Niantic River Estuary.
Project O is continuing with blue crab research in the Poquonnock River.  They have interest in similar research in Poquetanuck Cove.

The Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments is reviewing Requests for Proposals from qualified consultants to create, host, and maintain a web-based geographic information system (GIS) including the update/provision of a database of cadastral information. The final product will include a parcel data layer of the towns in their area.

The Green Valley Institute received $89,706 funding over two years from the US Forest Service for “Building and Implementing a Watershed Conservation Plan at the Local Level”.  This project will create a replicable GIS based watershed plan in the Natchaug Basin that identifies forest parcels playing the most significant roles in protecting water quality, creating landscape connectivity and conserving biodiversity.  The project will also identify water bodies that have the potential to become ISO-certified rural water supply sites for fighting fires.  
Twenty people attended the Natchaug Basin Conservation Action Planning (CAP) kick-off meeting sponsored by Naubesatuck Watershed Council, the Green Valley Institute, The Nature Conservancy and the Windham Region and Northeast Connecticut Councils of Governments on June 27, 2008 at Camp Nahaco on Crystal Pond in Eastford and Woodstock.  The chief elected officials and representatives of eight watershed towns, local and regional conservation organizations, Connecticut DEP and the University of Connecticut discussed the Natchaug River watershed and what the CAP process will involve.  Three interactive planning meetings will begin in October and go through March, 2009.  The goal of the Natchaug Basin CAP is to create an action guide for towns and partners to: 

· Protect the high-quality waters of the Natchaug Basin as well as the terrestrial and aquatic habitat within the watershed.

· Develop a system for objectively measuring and reporting conservation progress in the Natchaug Basin.

· Integrate these measures into policies and decisions that enable partners, policy makers, stakeholders and communities to achieve effective and efficient conservation success.
Information and a slide show from the meeting are available at:  http://nwc.ctgaia.net 

Jon Kachmar joined The Nature Conservancy on June 30 as the new Long Island Sound Director.  Jon has an undergraduate degree in Marine Affairs combined with a graduate degree in Public Policy and Management which provides a unique perspective on coastal conservation.  Jon's experience at the state level with the Maine Legislature and the Maine Coastal Program, as well as at the local and regional levels developing regional beach management plans for beachfront communities affords him a solid understanding of local, state and regional coastal management issues.  Most recently, Jon was the lead staffer to the Gulf of Maine Council’s Habitat Restoration Subcommittee, which is restoring coastal and estuarine habitats from Cape Cod, MA to Cape Sable, NS.  He is originally from Milford, CT and very much at home on Long Island Sound.  To learn more about TNC’s Long Island Sound program, click here.  

Wayne Kilpatrick of the Hampton Conservation Commission has taken the lead in discussing a Consortium of Conservation Commissions in Windham County to conduct annual meetings and provide:

1. Increased political clout in responding to any and all actions (state or others) that could have negative effects on the environment in Windham County.

2. Establish communications between the Windham County Conservation Commissions.

3. Sharing of information relative to specific environmental issues/experiences in each town.

4. Development of documents to catalog environmental resources or other related conservation information.
Interested parties can reach Wayne at hupp35@aol.com
UCONN Assistant Professor Mike Whitney, of the Marine Science Department, is seeking funding support to continue a 5 year research project entitled “Tracking Fresh Water from Watersheds to Estuaries and the Coastal Ocean”.  This project will focus on the Thames River.  He would like to continue and expand observations in Norwich Harbor.  The main objective of these observations is to study the physical factors leading to the development and relaxation of summertime hypoxia and anoxia in the upper estuary.  He also plans to expand the Thames simulation effort to describe how water circulates in the estuary.  This simulation eventually will be forced by a watershed model to better characterize the freshwater entering the system.  On a larger scale, his research group will investigate the transport and mixing of the Thames River freshwater into the Long Island Sound and on the continental shelf.  
Celebrating Agriculture! is coming to the Woodstock Fairgrounds on September 20 for the seventh consecutive year.  Celebrating Agriculture is a day for the whole family to learn a little more about local agriculture, with hands-on events and demonstrations featuring area farms, forests and other agribusinesses. Anyone interested in planning or participating in this event or is just interested in more information is encouraged to contact the USDA Service Center in Brooklyn at (860) 774-8397 x 109.

The Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor, Inc is continuing to plan their spring 2009 “Source to Sea” initiative.  This will be a series of paddling and landside events that celebrate the water resources of The Last Green Valley.  They have busy lining up sponsors for this multi-month series of events.  LL Bean of Maine has donated a custom designed flagship canoe.  The Long Island Sound Fund has awarded them with a $25,000 grant to fund part of their education and outreach efforts.  Several meetings have been held to plot safe boat access areas and map the level of difficulty for various paddling stretches.  Information is still needed for the Moosup and the Pachaug Rivers and possibly related activities that can be held along the Yantic River.  For more information or to volunteer with planning this event or if you have photos of river access points, contact Lois Bruinooge at (860) 963-7226. 

The water quality monitoring program sponsored by QSHC water subcommittee has expanded. A new team of volunteers began monthly water quality monitoring in the Massachusetts portion of the Quinebaug River.  This team selected 15 monitoring stations that they will visit once a month through October.  Funding to support this monitoring came from the Claire Birtz Trust of Southbridge.  The team will monitor the rivers for dissolved oxygen, pH, temperature, conductivity and turbidity using an In-Situ Troll 9500.  Lake monitoring on Charlton Reservoir will also begin this season.   Water quality monitoring in the French River by the French River Connection and the Webster Lake Association continues.  The French River assessments continue to the confluence with the Quinebaug River in Thompson.

In Connecticut, StreamWalk training was held at Joshua’s Trust headquarters in Mansfield.  Eleven people attended this training and all segments of Eagleville Brook and its tributary – Kings Brook were assigned, along with a team to paddle the lower Natchaug (impaired for recreation) and portions of the Fenton River just upstream of Mansfield Hollow Lake.  Eagleville Brook is the first stream in the nation to have a TMDL approved by the EPA based on impervious cover.  Also, StreamWalk data collection in the tributaries to Quaddick Lake and Poquetanuck Cove will continue this summer.

The Agriculture Subcommittee of the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor will be seeking funding for the creation of a regional “Ag-vocate”. The draft concept is for an "Ag-vocate" circuit rider to work with a cluster of municipalities on agriculture issues, including the formation of agriculture commissions.  This a collaborative project between a number of organizations (QSHC, RC&D, USDA Farm Service, UConn Cooperative Extension) and municipalities. 
 

The Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor, Inc. announced the recipients of this year’s Last Green Valley Grant Awards.  Projects relevant to the TRBP Plan of Work include:

· Brooklyn Middle School will receive $3,000 to develop a water quality monitoring program for sixth grade students that will enable them to learn about the health of our rivers and streams, and to become present and future stewards of The Last Green Valley.

· Massachusetts Audubon Society will receive $5,000 to develop a nature fitness trail at the Boys & Girls Club of Webster-Dudley.  The project will allow youth to take a leadership role in designing and implementing the nature trail. 

· Ashford Conservation Commission was granted $200 to help promote the Pompey Hollow Park Farmers Market.  Now in its second year, the market provides the community with fresh agricultural products and supports local farmers. 

·  Brimfield Trail Committee will receive $5,000 to clear and resurface portions of the Grand Trunk rail bed and Trolley Line trails for hiking, jogging, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, and off-road biking.  

· Canterbury Public Library has been awarded $5,000 to transform an unsightly retention basin behind the municipal building into a rain garden filled with native plant species that will filter and improve water quality.

The Atlantic States Rural Water and Wastewater Association has completed a Source Water Protection Plan  for the Town of Ledyard.  Future work in the area may include Stafford and/or Preston.

A program update from the CT DEP: The Watershed Management, Nonpoint Source Pollution Management, Lakes Management, and Low Impact Development programs are now grouped together now within the Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse-Planning & Standards Division, and supervised by MaryAnn Haverstock.  This program recently lost one staffer through a lateral transfer.  Her position will not be refilled as a Watershed Coordinator, but the Department has brought on a new LID Coordinator position, filled by Dave Dembosky.  A second proposed new position is currently frozen by a statewide hiring freeze.  The three remaining watershed staff are now in roles as watershed managers, coordinating more with the Lakes and NPS programs and taking on more projects, planning duties and assistance offerings across Connecticut.  They plan to maintain a dedicated watershed basin point of contact with current projects and partnerships.
The CT DEP Draft 2008 State of Connecticut Integrated Water Quality Report is now available for public review and comment (Public Notice).  Comments on the draft document must be received at the Department by August 18, 2008 in order to be considered prior to submission of the Report to EPA.  Questions and or comments should be directed to Erik Bedan, Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Protection and Land Reuse, Planning and Standards Division, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT, 06106-5127 or erik.bedan@ct.gov.  
The CT DEP has temporarily closed the Thames River State Boat Launch in New London for renovations. The closure will be effective July 14, 2008 through August 28, 2008 while the State boat launch is being renovated. Renovations to the Thames River State Boat Launch will include: Boat Ramp – installing a new ramp of pre-cast concrete, with a grooved surface; Ramp Sides and Bottom – installing an interconnecting concrete block apron on the sides and bottom of the ramp to prevent erosion. While the renovations are taking place, the public can utilize the following boat launches in the area: Dock Road in Waterford, and the K.E. Streeter and Bayberry Lane boat launches, both in Groton. For additional state owned boat launches see the CT Boater’s Guide or visit the Boating section of the DEP website at: www.ct.gov/dep.
The FY2009 EPA Clean Water Act Section 319 NPS grant round is currently open.  Click here for more information.  Project priorities generally remain constant from prior funding rounds. The priority 2009 waterbodies list for watershed restoration activities and watershed-based planning includes several areas throughout the greater Thames River basin.  TRBP partners are encouraged to review this list, along with project ideas for new tools and services generically applied across CT but linked to specific watershed impairments, share potential collaboration with other partners, and discuss pre-proposals with DEP prior to the application deadline in mid October. 

Area EPA Clean Water Act Section 319-funded NPS Project Updates:

· ECCD/TRBP Coordinator, Year 2 is now complete and was deemed a success; Year 3 agreement is approved and has begun.

· ECCD- Upper Quinebaug Watershed Management Planning – Phase 1 – draft final plan was submitted for DEP review, project should be completed by mid summer.

· ECCD- Muddy River Watershed Management Planning – Phase 2- approved agreement and initial tasks are underway.  Lessons learned from Phase 1 should be transferable to this project, which will offer basis for a full watershed-based plan development by NRCS starting in late 2008.

· ECCD- Farm Nutrient Reduction Project – As a spinoff of the Little River Source Water Protection Plan and nutrient management needs in this watershed, equipment has been purchased and is in use by 3-4 Woodstock farmers with initial feedback being positive; UConn is providing water quality monitoring of selected hayfields to determine efficacy of the manure injection process.

· ECCD- NPS Management, Stormwater Retrofit – Year 1 is 75% complete with 3 prioritized project locations in the greater Thames basin being evaluated by ECCD and DEP; Year 2 will begin in summer 2008 that builds on candidate database development, prioritization and community discussions started in Year 1 project. 

· NRCS – French River Riparian Buffer Project/Thompson – project is on scheduled to be completed by early fall, 2008; design and planting/O&M plans approved; town conducted initial plantings in the spring; NRCS completing a French River segment stream assessment report; information kiosk to be developed.

· USGS – West Thompson Lake Water Quality Investigations (3) – studies have been completed and final reports submitted with formal publication slated in early fall 2008; USGS and DEP have met to discuss study findings towards consideration for management options, possible targeted investigation work; DEP and USGS staff gave recent updates at QSHC NRA Committee meeting.

· NEMO – Decision Support Tools to Protect Water Quality – New web-based tools were developed and posted for municipal officials to assist them in planning for open space protection and sustainable development patterns.  One is the Community Resource Inventory (CRI) Online website, providing geospatial information accessed by thousands across the state so far.  In addition, NEMO staffed worked through its Municipal Initiative with Waterford and North Stonington to conduct in-depth training on land use planning and LID principles, resulting in drafting of new regulations requiring use of alternative stormwater practices.  

· UConn – Gant Plaza Green Roof Project – Project agreement has been approved for Dr. Jack Clausen to install and monitor a green roof demonstration site within the Eagleville Brook TMDL area on the Storrs campus.  The second phase will evaluate the upper Eagleville Brook watershed to determine suitable locations for disconnection of impervious areas and installation of bioretention or other green roofs. 

· UConn/CLEAR- Eagleville Brook TMDL Implementation Project –Project agreement is under development to develop specific GIS data collection, field surveys and analyses, and expert discussions to yield methods by which UConn and Town of Mansfield can address the local TMDL, and monitor progress toward the TMDL goals through watershed-based management plan.  Project will identify up to 50 opportunities for best practices that can be implemented in the near term and other high priority measures, and will also document a general methodology by which regulated communities and entities can address impervious covered-based TMDLs.  Town land use commissioners will receive education and technical assistance, and a guidance document for Connecticut communities will be developed. The town of Mansfield is contributing matching funds.
The CT DEP 2008 CT Greenways Grant Awards included the following proposals in the Thames watershed:

· Green Valley Institute (GVI) - $4,800 (for 27 Connecticut communities): Green Valley Connections - To develop and design of a workbook which will assist municipalities and nonprofit groups with planning for greenways and working at a regional scale to create linkages.

· Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor, Inc. (associated with GVI) - $4,750: Green Valley Connections - Development of an interactive website and printing and distribution of project workbooks to municipal land use decision makers, land trusts, trail organizations and regional planning agencies.

· Willimantic White Water Inc. - $5,000 (Willimantic, Lebanon, Columbia):
Willimantic River Greenway signage and website - Further develop/complete informational-educational brochure, Update/revise/complete Website, develop one large sign for the Kiosk at the Bridge Street property, Bridge Street Park Kiosk improvements, print small trail marker signs.

· Colchester - $5,000: Sherman Brook Greenway & Trails (Yantic watershed) - Develop a trail system on town open space that will connect with the high school and feature natural resource signage.
· Thompson - $4,750: Five Mile River Watershed - Inventory properties, water quality, biological, scenic and historic resources, GIS map, brochure. 
The CT DEP is now accepting proposals for CT Recreational Trails Program Grants. Applications will be accepted through September 1, 2008. Grants may be made to any private nonprofit organizations, municipalities and state departments. The RTP is an assistance program of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Highway Administration. RTP is administered DEP.  Recreational Trails Program funds may be used for:

· Construction of new trails (motorized and non-motorized). 

· Maintenance and restoration of existing recreational trails (motorized and non-motorized). 

· Access to trails by persons with disabilities. 

· Purchase and lease of trail construction and maintenance equipment. 

· Acquisition of land or easements for a trail, or for trail corridors. 

· Operation of educational programs to promote safety and environmental protection as related to recreational trails. 
The CT DEP Diadromous Fish Program releases weekly reports during the fish migration season to updates all on the success of their various efforts to restore fish passage in Connecticut’s waters.  The final report of the 2008 season CT DEP Diadromous Fish Program can be viewed here.

Millennium Power/Quinebaug River Mitigation Settlement – Phase 2.  CT DEP is developing a Moosup River pre-proposal to the Millennium Management Team for multiple fish passage barrier removals along the lower and mid Moosup River in Plainfield.  The Inland Fisheries Division will likely take the internal lead with assistance provided by WPLR-Watershed Management.  Funding and technical assistance interests have been offered to date by TNC, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA-NRCS, American Rivers, and others. 

People's Earth Action for the Conservation of the Environment (PEACE) is an organization with an environmental justice focus.  PEACE member Bud McAllister introduced his organization and their mission to the Partners at our summer meeting.  On September 20th they will be participating in conjunction with the US Coast Guard, Sierra Club, Connecticut College and Mitchell College on the beach at Riverside Park, Green's Harbor Beach, Mitchell Beach and Ocean Beach as part of the International Coastal Cleanup Day effort from 9:00 AM to noon.  Following that, they will gather at Bates Woods from 1 PM until 7 PM for a good old fashioned “happening”, with music and a pot luck picnic.  They will have tables for displays with an environmental focus.  Contact Bud McAllister for more information.
News from the Municipalities 

Coventry.  A demonstration rain garden at the Coventry Town Hall was installed on June 28, 2008.  The Coventry Rain Garden project was initiated by Pat Young, while she was on the staff at Coventry Town Hall.  The project plan was designed by Mike Dietz, formerly the LID Coordinator for CT NEMO.  The TRBP Coordinator was recruited to “get her hands dirty” and facilitate the completion of this project.  The Town of Coventry has a 10% impervious cover zoning regulation in their lake districts, with a possible allowance for additional IC if on-site stormwater management is included.  Prides Corner Farm Wholesale Nursery supplied the plant materials for this project at a considerable discount.  Master Gardener volunteer Denise Cooper was recruited.  Other volunteers included local residents Eric Thomas and his daughters, Emma and Olivia, Jasmine Wolf and Mary Scoville.  Town Hall Staff also participated in the planting. A step by step pictorial will be posted to the TRBP website once enough the photos are received.

Killingly.  Construction has begun of Phase III and IV of the river trail expansion south to the Plainfield line.  Tracy Bragg and Planner Eric Rumsey have been made the Inspectors for the project.  
The Town of Killingly has been awarded a $2.5 million dollar grant andaccess to a $4 million low interest loan through the USDA to replace aging sewer lines in the Borough of Danielson. The area sewer infrastructure has been reviewed and priority areas have been established.  This 5 phase project will begin once grant contracts are finalized.

Lebanon. The Town of Lebanon, in partnership with the Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and Development Area has received funding from a CT Department of Agriculture Connecticut Agriculture Viability Program to host a Land Use Leadership Academy (LULA) Training Program with a focus on agricultural issues.  This program will take place in October 2008.   The program is designed to help local leaders and communities accomplish goals by building a network of local leaders with extensive knowledge in land use law and collaborative techniques.  Look for further updates on this program at the Eastern Connecticut Resource Conservation and Development Area website.  
Lisbon. The Town of Lisbon Inland Wetlands Agency continues to use the Natural Resource Inventory as part of their upland review for proposed development.  This inventory was created with the assistance of the Green Valley Institute.

Thompson.  Town land use commissions have started reviewing the Plan of Conservation & 

Development.   Effort is underway to include additions that will make water quality and watershed planning a greater priority complimentary to growth and development for the next ten years.
The Quaddick Lake Association received a small grant from the New England Grassroots Environmental Fund to purchase equipment and begin a lake water quality monitoring program. They are attempting to establish baseline conditions at Quaddick Lake and the streams that feed into it.  QLA members were trained to collect StreamWalk observation data as well as the Rapid Bioassessment for Volunteers Protocol in cooperation with the Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Pomfret Citizen Science program and the QSHC Water Quality Monitoring Program in 2007.  They will continue their effort to monitor the rivers and streams flowing into Quaddick Lake this summer using the StreamWalk protocol developed by the NRCS.  In addition to the testing, they are developing a public awareness campaign to help educate the public living in the watershed on proper disposal of medicines, precautions related to lawn fertilizers and other chemicals, and how those things can enter the watershed.  
Willimantic.  Home school student Celia Guillard of Windham Center, and her friend Hannah McMerriman, a junior at Woodstock Academy, began stenciling storm drains in Willimantic this summer in order to help educate people that what goes into the storm drain goes into the local stream.  Planning for this project began in February, when Celia visited the Thames River Basin Partnership Coordinator to discuss her idea.  Ms. Pillo helped her put together a PowerPoint presentation that Celia then presented to officials at the Windham Town Hall.  The town gave the girls permission to stencil storm drains on town roads and supplied them with a storm drain location map as well as paint to support this project. Stencils for the project were hand cut for a message in both English and Spanish and will raise awareness about stormwater impacts on local streams. They plan to continue working on this project once a week during the summer, and anticipate a long term commitment to label as many town drains as possible. There are over 3000 storm drains in Willimantic.  If other people wish to help them on this project, please contact Jean Pillo, TRBP Coordinator at 860-928-4948. 
Woodstock.  A $250,000 state Small Towns Economics Assistance Program (STEAP) grant was awarded to assist the town of Woodstock with the expansion, renovation, and rehabilitation of the town’s existing highway garage. The funding will help modernize the 1970s facility, control water runoff and reduce water pollution of sensitive areas.                

More Information 

A workshop entitled “Getting Your Feet Wet with Social Marketing: A Workshop on Social Marketing” is being co-sponsored by the Long Island Sound Study (LISS) and the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission (NEIWPCC).  This 9 AM – 5 PM workshop will be held on September 9, 2008 in Norwalk, CT and repeated on September 10 at the Planting Fields Arboretum in Oyster Bay, NY.  Registration for this workshop is $20 before August 4 or $30 afterwards.  This workshop is designed to promote techniques that will help participants think strategically on how to engage the public in actively reducing polluted runoff.  For more information, or to download a registration form for this workshop, click here.

Results from the final year of The Forest Bird Survey of Southern New England are reported in Bird Conservation- BCR's electronic newsletter.  Also in this latest issue is a new editorial on landscape-level habitat conservation in southern New England, as well as a report on upcoming video productions.  You may view this issue by visiting their website.  In addition, a Power Point presentation, also entitled The Forest Bird Survey of Southern New England, is now available for download.  It has been used by regional conservation groups to assist with efforts to protect forested landscapes.
The City of Norwich/City Manager’s Office is drafting a new proposal for a lower Yantic River Heritage River Walkway project to access DEP River Restoration grant funds appropriated by the State Bond Commission several years ago.  TRBP has few activities within this regional watershed and may want to provide support to Norwich in this lower river reach. 
MassDEP is developing a comprehensive statewide stormwater strategy to address not only the discharge of pollutants into local water bodies, but also to focus on infiltrating a greater amount of stormwater into the ground to help replenish diminishing water resources and maintain base-flows to streams during the summer.  For more information, click here.

If you would like your organization’s efforts included in the next edition of the TRBP Partners in Action Report, consider attending one of our quarterly meetings.  It includes a Plan of Work activity reporting session, which is an informal “round the table” discussion of Partner activities.  It is a great time to network with like-focused organizations. All meetings begin at 9:30 AM.  Generally, the TRBP meeting quarterly on the 3rd Tuesday of the month

Tuesday, October 21, 2008 TBA (check our website calendar for updates)

Tuesday, January 20, 2009 TBA
Please mark your calendars to save these dates.  Meeting content and locations will be posted on the TRBP Calendar of upcoming events, or contact Jean Pillo at (860) 928-4948 for more information or to be added to the TRBP distribution list

If you are not already on the e-distribution list for this publication, contact Jean Pillo by email and request to be added, or you can download the most current version of this quarterly publication from the TRBP website.

The Thames River Basin Partnership is a voluntary, cooperative effort to share resources, and strives to develop a regional approach to resource protection.  The Partnership is made up of a variety of agencies, organizations, municipalities, educational institutions, companies, and individuals interested in the environmental health of the Thames River basin.  The TRBP Coordinator is funded in part by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection through a United States Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant.
www.thamesriverbasinpartnership.org


